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___________________________________
Wednesday, September 18, 9am till Noon
Greenhouse Work Morning! 
180 Lakewood Dr., Greenville
We’ll be preparing plants for our Fall 
Greenhouse Sale on Oct. 4 & 5. 
Bring gloves, hat, water, and lots of energy 
to get the greenhouse and the plants into 
good shape for the sale. 
 If you are available on other days, call 
Miller at (864) 325-9700 to arrange to 
work on your own.
 Call Miller Putnam with questions.
___________________________________
Wednesday, October 2, 9am till Noon
Greenhouse Work Morning! 
180 Lakewood Dr., Greenville
We’ll be doing final preparations for our 
Fall Greenhouse Sale on Oct. 4 & 5. 
Bring gloves, hat, water, and lots of energy 
to get the greenhouse and the plants into 
good shape for the sale. 
Any questions? Call Miller Putnam (864) 
325-9700s.
___________________________________
Thursday, October 3, 9am till Noon
Greenhouse Work Morning! 
180 Lakewood Dr., Greenville
Again, we’ll be making final preparations 
for our Fall Greenhouse Sale on Oct. 4 & 5. 
As always, remember your gloves, hat, 
water, and energy!
Call Miller Putnam (864) 325-9700 
with questions.
____________________________________

(See Page 2.)
FRIDAY, October 4th, 3pm to 7pm... and 
SATURDAY, October 5th, 9am to 2pm

Fall Greenhouse
PLANT SALE!!

180 Lakewood Drive, Greenville
Fall is the best time to plant when the 
weather is cooler and the new plants have 
plenty of time to establish their roots without 
a lot of stress.  The greenhouse is at 180 Lake-
wood Drive, Greenville, about a mile from 
Conestee Park on Mauldin Road.
 There will be a selection of trees, shrubs, 
perennials, ferns, vines and grasses.  Cash, 
check and credit accepted. Put the dates on 
your calendar, download a plant list from the 
sale date on <scnps.org/events> and start your 
shopping list!  Call Miller Putnam at 864 
325-9700 if you would like to shop at the 
greenhouse between now and the sale.  

We admired him, watching him along with Rudy Mancke on 
SCETV’s NATURE SCENE as our children grew up. And now we 
have him in our midst—the perfect host for the natural and social 
world—and the glad participant for programs of all sorts: an 
evening with Sherlock Holmes; the Hendersonville Library; the 
Front Porch at Lanier Library; Saturday morning nature talks at 
FENCE; a day on the trails with SC Association of Naturalists.
 How on earth does he have time to develop and maintain the 
many trails on the property where he and his poet-playwright wife 
Ceille Baird Welch live—property Ceille’s grandfather bought in 
Zirconia, North Carolina, in 1917. 
 He is the only person I know who can successfully transplant 
and bring to flower our native pink lady slippers, because he has 
kept the soil at the foot of his porch the same woody mix it has 
always been. 
 Jim graduated from Alan Hancock College in Santa Maria, 
California, and went on to study broadcasting at UCLA, the 
University of Miami and the University of Hawaii. He received the 
Doctor of Science degree from Lander University in 1998.
 He and Ceille met at USC and spent early married years in 
Hawaii before returning to Columbia as news anchor for WISTV. 
Later he moved to SCETV as Director of Programming and there 
produced and hosted a number of series before deciding to devote 
himself to NATURE SCENE. 
 Jim Welch grew up in Vermont and recalls tales of sugaring 
there. One of the ETV shows with Rudy Mancke (who grew up in 
Spartanburg) was filmed at his old family farm in Vermont. Others 
were widespread, throughout the United States and to Lake Baikal 

Scenes from 
NatureSCene

... continued on page 4
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Upcoming Society Programs, 
Events & Field Trips ± Approximate time(s)

(in Bold)

Tues., Oct 17, 7:00 pm
**Landrum Depot**

211 North Trade Ave

  Landrum, SC 29356

Jim Welch
Cohost of NatureSCene

For a map and more information, visit http://www.scnps.org

Jim
Welch
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Historically, following the SCNPS Fall Sales, we usually have from 2,000-
3,000 plants remaining in inventory to care for over the winter months in 
order to be prepared for the big Spring Sale. Miller and Kitty Putman have 
largely maintained these in the past; however, this year we’d like to identify a 
few volunteers willing to take some of these plants home to care for between 
October and March.
 The winter plants will be predominately in trade gallon pots which will fit 
about 4 per square foot, so if you have a little space available with decent sun 
and accessible water, and a desire to contribute, we’d love your help!
 No experience is necessary and each SCNPS Plant Keeper will be assigned to 
a Mentor who will help get them set up with a comfortable quantity and type 
of plant based on their circumstances, and will also be available to consult as 
needed through the season.
 If you think you might be interested in taking some plants after 
the Fall Plant Sale on October 5th, please reach out to one of our 
MENTORS below to discuss further:

SCNPS     KEEPERSPLANT J

Miller Putman (864) 325-9700 <millerputnam@gmail.com>
Virginia Meador Prefer email responses to <vmeador@camperdown.org>

The Fall Greenhouse Native Plant Sale is
just around the corner!! Once you flip your
calendar to October, the sale is right there, 
boom, on Friday, October 4, from 3pm to 7pm 
and Saturday, October 5, from 9am to 2pm.
 Just now, the soil is cooling, the tempera-
tures are falling. October and November are the 
best times to plant the trees, shrubs, perennial 
wildflowers, ferns, vines and grasses that will be 
available at the sale. Their roots can sink into the 
soil and develop without the stress of summer 
heat and drought. The plants will be ready to 
come back strongly in the spring. Look around 
your landscape and make a plan of what you 
want popping up to delight you next spring! We 
have several thousand plants available.
 For a list of plants available, go to www.scnps.org. 
Under the activities heading, click on calendar. Then 
click on the date of October 4 where there is a link to the 
plant list. 
 The NPS greenhouse is at 180 Lakewood Drive, 
Greenville, about 1 mile from Conestee Park. Look for 
the NPS Greenhouse sign on the mailbox. This is a low-
keyed, relaxed sale, so come and browse. Cash, check 
and credit accepted. 

Scenes from 
NatureSCene

 The greenhouse is on private property with lim-
ited parking. Please carpool if possible and bring 
along a friend. 
 Call Miller Putnam at (864) 325-9700 if you 
have questions or would like to stop by the green-
house between now and the sale.
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in Siberia, to Chernobyl, Ukraine, 
and to the dry provinces and rain 
forests of Costa Rica.

 From those trails Jim still has 
artifacts and tales, often amusing, 
of behind-the-scenes adventures!

 He plays guitar and has written 
a few poems worthy of memoriza-
tion; his songs will send you home 
with a smile.

  — Eva Pratt

... continued from page 1
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Our upstate publicity team needs some-
one who likes to do Facebook and other 
on-line media communication.  Contact 
<judy-seeley@hotmail.com> to volunteer or 
with questions.  This is something you can 
do from home.  

The NPS Greenhouse
 volunteers&

R
ready
for the Sale!Fall  Come join us on

Friday OR Saturday!

Oct 4th  5th

S O C I E T Y  Briefs

Newsletter Editor &
Co-Editor Positions

AVAILABLE

Are you looking for an opportunity to   volunteer  
 your talents and energy for the Upstate Chapter of  
  the Native Plant Society? Here are three to consider.

role of chief editor of the monthly Upstate 
Happenings newsletter.  The second person 
would train as an assistant editor and back-
up as needed.
 Experience with InDesign or other 
similar page layout software is a plus.  Work 
with volunteer writers and photographers 
and... enjoy the pleasure of producing 
something from start to finish!
Contact Steve at (864) 430-2604 or 
<steve@marlowcreativeservices.com>

Present newsletter editor Steve Marlow 
says the time is right for a couple of 
creative and enthusiastic persons to 
come on board.  The Upstate Chapter is 
growing...  New faces are needed!
 One individual would assume the 

Attention
 FACEBOOK and other
On-line social media 

gurus

Greenhouse work photos by Judy Seeley and Janice 
Weakland.  Greenhouse by Steve Marlow.
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Saturday, October 12, 8:00am till ? (all day)
Field Trip: Rock Hill Blackjacks HP
York County
Leaders: Dr. Bill Stringer & Dan Whitten
Hike: Moderate  •  Costs: $25.00 per person 
for Upstate Chapter van riders.
The Rock Hill Blackjacks Heritage 
Preserve covers 291 acres at the edge of 
the city of Rock Hill in York County. 
 The Preserve is a blend of prairie-like 
meadows, wetlands, upland swamps, 
wildflowers, wildlife and forests, including 
the blackjack oaks. The site has Schweinitz 
Sunflower (Helianthus schweinitzii), a 
globally rare species. There is also a 
significant population of Prairie dock 
(Silphium terebinthinaceum), very common 
in the midwestern tallgrass prairies, but 
rare in the eastern states. 
 As a glance back in time, this small area 
is all that remains of the once widespread 
prairie system in South Carolina. This 
surviving remnant prairie is a result of 
uncommon soil conditions based on 
localized parent material geology. 
 Participants will meet 8 am at 1309 
Grove Road in Greenville. 
 We will provide a 15-passenger van.  
Others may carpool to the site. However, 
parking is limited. We plan to arrive 
around 10 am at the preserve. Final 
itinerary will be sent prior to the event. 

Dress appropriately, bring lunch and water. 
 Our trip will be led by Bill Stringer, 
retired agronomist, and Dan Whitten, 
naturalist. The Piedmont Chapter is our 
host chapter. We are honored to provide 
this wonderful opportunity to share this 
unique prairie remnant.
Limit: 15 people from Upstate SCNPS. 
To reserve a space, contact Rick Huffman 
(864) 901-7583 or email Rick at 
<rick_huffman@earthdesignsc.com>
____________________________________
Of Interest... Wednesday, October 16, 2:00pm

“Hardscape in the Garden with
Pottery of Matt Jones”

A Presentation by Eleanor Owen & Matt Jones
Tryon Garden Club at FENCE • Visitors welcome

3381 Hunting Country Road, Tryon, NC
____________________________________
Tuesday, October 17, 7:00pm, Landrum
Program: Scenes from “Nature SCene”
Speaker: Jim Welch  (See story page 1.)
____________________________________
Tuesday, November 19, 7:00pm,
Program: Chattooga Conservancy   
Projects: Native cane restoration and  
more  •  Tri-County Technical College, 
Pendleton, SC
________________________________
Tuesday, December 10, 7:00pm,
Christmas Social/Party! Greenville, SC

Upcoming Society Events ... continued from page 1
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UPSTATE Chapter

The Carolinas are home to over 20 species of 

Desmodium (Beggar’s Lice or Tick-trefoil).  How 

does that grab you?  :-)

 Above, SCNPS members acquaint themselves 

with several of the more common species.

Field Trip, Saturday
August 31, 2019

A fun filled day!!!
Upstate Chapter 
enjoying Blue Ridge 
Parkway’s botanical 
wonders with 
botanist Dan Pittillo. 


