
 

 

Mystery Plant 

Can you guess what  

this is? 
 

This issue's mystery plant is an 

interesting small tree of the 

Betulaceae (birch) family.  The 

leaves are deciduous, simple, 

and alternate. The bark is flaky 

and the flowers are unisex 

(monoecious).  It gets it’s com-

mon name from the resem-

blance of the flowers and fruits 

to the flowers of a climbing 

herbaceous plant used to make 

beer bitter.  

 

Answer to March’s Mystery Plant: 

See page 4! 

Welcome to the third issue of 

our newsletter, whose theme 

is trees. I’d like to discuss the 

worth of our favorite friendly 

giants. 

Do you have a list of favorite 

trees you’ve met throughout 

your life? Think back. Was 

there a tree in 

whose branches you loved to 

read or play? Nowadays, are 

there shade services you enjoy, 

provided by living beings?  
Take a moment to review a 

typical day & notice the trees 

in the scenes. 

 
As plant people, those reading 

this are likely to already take 

note of the dendrites in their 

lives. Even if we don’t know all 

their names, we are apt to ap-

preciate the texture of their 

bark & admire the sweeping 

elegance or quirky crooked-

ness of their crowns.  

 
I recently learned of the term 

“plant blindness.” It would 

seem scientists are noticing 

the effects of people being 

raised without education that 

teaches them to value & no-

tice green beings. The brains 

of the plant-blind literally 

filter out information about 

greenery as irrelevant. Con-

sidering the seeming lack of 

daily interaction with plants, 

except on the dinner plate, 

this could be justifiable.  

 
Humans care only about 

what they know about. Part 

of the Native Plant Society's 

mission is to spread this 

knowledge, which creates a 

capacity for caring that can 

lead to action. 

Con’t on Page 4 

Letters from President Marigold Wilson 

Featured Cause: “Are Trees Trouble Makers?”  

Opinion Submitted By Donna Greenwold 

Let’s face it trees are  

troublemakers! 

 
Recently, in my travels 

through SC, I noticed that the 

Department of Transportation 

systematically had to cut 

down miles and miles of trees 

along 1-26 on the way to 

Spartanburg. I noticed the 

same thing along I-95 near 

Hilton Head. When I looked 

on-line to research it, an arti-

cle I found on the subject 

stated that people had been 

running off the road and had hit 

trees and therefore the trees 

needed to be taken out so that 

they would not hurt any more 

people.  

 
And, as we all have observed, the 

crazy weather that we have been 

having creates power outages. 

Trees are usually the culprit. So if 

a tree comes close to  a power 

line it has to come down. 
 

Also Round-Up weed killer, or 

something like it, is being sprayed 
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widely under the power lines 

because trees obviously have 

babies.  

 

Trees are hitting our houses too!  

 
And then, of course, there are all 

of those gum balls and that pine 

straw that gets under our feet 

and litters our yard and the sap 

that is deposited on our brand 

new cars.   

 
And what about the trees that 

get in the way of developers? 
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They need to have clear land to work on.  

Also the roots and shade of trees prevent 

our turf grass from growing.  Yes, trees are 

troublemakers and the worst kinds are SC 

native trees. 

 
Of course, I am being sarcastic. It actu-

ally scares me, as I travel the state, to see 

the rapid clearing of land in just the last 5 

years and the negative attitudes of certain 

people toward this precious resource.  

 
From Greenville to Myrtle Beach to Charles-

ton it is amazing to me how fast these areas 

are becoming huge parking lots with houses 

upon houses and very little trees left around 

them. I often think about what happens as 

the tractor or the tree removal people move 

through the wooded areas and how the 

trees and wildlife there are crushed and 

gone in a day.  

 
Urbanization is currently the primary cause 

for deforestation in SC.  Native trees are 

especially vulnerable since they are cleared 

to build developments.  Other non-native 

fast growing trees are put in their place for 

landscaping which does not replace the ecosystem 

that was removed and cannot sustain our native 

wildlife. 

 
Some people may think that my outrage over a 

few trees along the road and under power lines is 

over the top but we know that during one year, a 

mature tree will absorb more than 48 pounds of 

carbon dioxide from the atmosphere  and that it 

is the forested watersheds that provide quality 

drinking water for 180 million Americans.  

(arborday.org) 

 
Also, when we consider that the amount of time 

that it takes to replace an old Oak tree is equal to 

our lifetime, it bears noting that if we are not 

mindful of each and every section of land we clear 

we will eventually create a desert state.  

 
Trees are life-giving and they protect us. They 

provide water, wind breaks, cool air and clean air. 

They  are extremely valuable and they bring this 

value to our lives. They are worth putting up with. 

Our lives truly do depend on us being able to pro-

tect them in return.  

 

Trees are the best kind of trouble makers.  

my home state, I decided to 

join several “gardening” 

clubs (nine to be exact) to 

learn what I can and can’t 

plant in South Carolina. I 

was tired of wasting my 

money on plants that I liked 

but would not grow in my 

yard or wondering what was 

a weed or a native plant.  

I soon realized from attend-

ing the organizations and 

learning from the experts 

and native Carolinians that 

temperature and drought 

play a big picture in growing 

anything here in the South. 

Native plants are the best 

since this is “their home”. 

I have learned to love new 

plants not known in the 

North or to me.  
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Sylvia J. Beall 
 

I have been a homeowner 

in Columbia South Carolina 

since 2014. I came to Co-

lumbia as a consultant from 

Maryland.  

 
The home I bought had  a 

large blank canvas lot with 

no plants, shrubs, flowers 

or much growing grass.  

Since the climate and plant-

ing is very different from  

Fun Fact: 
 

In Baltimore, 

a 10% in-

crease in tree 

canopy corre-

sponded to a 

12% decrease 

in crime. 

I recently graduated as a 

Master Gardener and  

love helping out at the Ask 

A Master Gardener 

Booths. 

I recently was elected 

President of our newly 

formed HOA, secretary of 

the Garden Council of 

Columbia and secretary of 

Richland County 

Neighborhood Council.  

I have attended many 

Richland County trainings 

trying to get to know my 

new hometown and its 

government. I attend often 

the Richland County 

Council Board meetings to 

advocate for community 

issues. 

I have a son serving in the 

Army. I am a retired Mary-

land State Government em-

ployee, MedStar employee 

and IBM employee.   

My background includes 

working and volunteering on 

National, State and Local 

community nonprofit boards 

in many different leadership 

capacities. I am Trained and 

Certified in Mediation.  

I enjoy meeting new people, 

traveling as often as possible 

and have been designated as 

the driver for trips to differ-

ent horticultural locations.   

I would love to see our 

group take more field 

trips together.  

 Native Plant Member Profile:  Sylvia J. Beall 

Tree lined street in  

Beaufort, SC. 



 

 

moment in each chap-

ter, and stretches and 

breaks paradigms to 

include trees in the 

realm of the thinking, 

feeling, and socializing 

beings. The role of 
fungi, birds, insects, and 

herbivores in relation 

to forests are exam-

ined. Walking through 

The Hidden Life of 

Trees is a book that 

you won’t soon for-

get.  I read this in early 

2017 and I still bring up 

things I learned from it 

today.  The author is a 
German forester who 

writes beautifully.  This 

prose on the life of 

trees contains an "aha" 

the forest, I see and 

understand so much 

more than I did before; 

the wrinkles in bark, 

streaming of water to-

wards roots, and the 

pattern of branches 
between deciduous and 

coniferous trees.  

 
Con’t on page 6 

Midlands Chapter Event Attended by Members 

Book Review written by Marigold Wilson 

The Hidden Life of Trees  by Peter Wohlleben   
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Synchronous Fireflies @ Congaree National Forest 

On Saturday, May 25th, the Midlands Chapter of the SCNPS held a field trip to visit 

Congaree National Forest for a plant walk before dark followed by viewing the fa-

mous synchronous fireflies.  Seven members plus several guests headed down to the 

bottomland.   

 
We met at the Harry Hampton Visitor Center, where rangers had put out bowls of 

red plastic strips to cover our flashlight bulbs, so we could use red light that didn’t 

disturb our night vision.  Six of us took the Bluff Trail past the campground in a 

roundabout route to the Boardwalk.   

 
Before dark, we noted lots of beautyberry bushes, baptisia, loblolly pines, and smi-

lax.  As dark descended, we reached the boardwalk and ambled along until the fireflies 

began their mating display.  To our surprise, we did not encounter many mosquitoes; 

we hypothesized it was likely because it hadn’t rained much and the breeding pools 

were dried out.   

 
There are only 3 species of synchronously flashing fireflies in North America; Conga-

ree is host to Photinus frontalis.  We paused after dark to enjoy the light show, as 

many fireflies twinkled in the trees like decorations.  Only the male fireflies were in 

the air – females are much less numerous and remain hidden.   

 
We hiked along, fireflies flashing in the air throughout the forest, and paused at Wes-

ton Lake to enjoy the sounds of frogs in the dark.  Our group came across a patch of 

lizard tail flowers in bloom on the lower boardwalk amidst the large cypress 

trees.  We made it back to the Harry Hampton Visitor Center by 10pm and took the 

designated “Firefly Trail” that had been crowded earlier.  By 10pm, most of the fire-

flies had stopped flashing for the evening, and we headed home.  It was definitely a 

worthwhile experience. 

       Written by Marigold Wilson 

Synchronous  

Fireflies 

Quotes: 

 
“At first I thought I 

was fighting  to save 

rubber trees, then I 

thought I was fighting 

to save the Amazon 

rainforest. Now I real-

ize I am fighting for hu-

manity” – Chico Men-

des  
 

“To exist as a nation, to 

prosper as a state, to 

live as a people, we 

must have trees”  

–Theodore Roosevelt 

 
“A grove of giant red-

wood or sequoias 

should be kept just as 

we keep a great and 

beautiful cathedral”  

–Theodore Roosevelt 

 
“People who will not 

sustain trees will soon 

live in a world that will 

not sustain people” --

Bryce Nelson 
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         May Mystery Plant Solved! 

 
The answer to last month's mystery plant is 

Crossvine, Bignonia capreolata.  It is a high-

climbing, evergreen, and fast-growing woody 

vine that blooms from early to mid-April, 

about the same time the hummingbirds ar-

rive. (m hyemale).    

 
Mystery plants provided by Bill McCullough 

 

Letters From  

President Marigold Wilson 

Con’t from page 1 

 

Here is a story metaphorically describing the magni-

tude of the underestimation of the impact of trees: 

Several years ago I planned a backpacking trip for 

the 4th of July. I wanted to combine nature & fire-

works. I felt very clever as we climbed along the 

ridge at Mt. Mitchell, the tallest mountain this side of 

the Mississippi River, overlooking Asheville, NC. The 

fireworks shot into the sky from the city below, I 

figured, would be viewable large-as-life from our 

vantage point in the sky. As dark fell, I scurried to 

find the best view. Then we waited.  

 

I quickly realized my mistake, & my jaw dropped as I 

considered the implications. The fireworks were 

only distantly visible as multicolored clusters of syn-

chronous fireflies deep in the valley down, down, 

down below. Rather than the human festivities being 

extra-ordinarily impressive, they paled punily in the 

shadow of the mighty mountain. The “sky” of Ashe-

ville had a ceiling embarrassingly stunted. Rather, I 

had underestimated the height of the mountain on 

an incredible scale.  

 

This is how poorly people underestimate the mag-

nificent impact of trees & forests. Without forests 

working as water pumps, rain from the seas would 

never penetrate inland more than 400 miles from 

the coasts, leaving continent interiors barren. Did 

you know at least 40% of people live within 60 miles 

of a coast? And yet, we must protect the sanctity of 

our coastal forests to preserve the water cycle 

inland. We need uninterrupted forest from the sea 

to the interior to pass along cloud-making vapor 

from tree to tree to tree. Forests keep the land 

alive, and this “rain cycle” is only one of the many 

ways.  

 

Fittingly, on that particular camping trip, there was 

an unexpected highlight to make up for the unim-

pressive fireworks. A gorgeous literally-atmospheric 

tree twisted roots around a mossy shining quartz 

boulder, twigs dripping in the lowered-cloud fog. 

Every time we passed her near our camp, she was 

audibly dripping. This “raining tree,” as we named 

her, caught at our imaginations. She was beautiful, 

very very old, and exuded grace. This mountaintop 

creature collects cloud to spin into the sky another 

day, passing life-giving rain over the mountain. She is 

now on my list of favorite trees.  

SCNP Event Attended By Midlands Members 

Rocky Shoals Spider Lily Site Open House 

 
In collaboration with the South Carolina Native Plant Society 12.8 acres of land 

and a stream bed on Stevens Creek in McCormick County was purchased by the 

Naturaland Trust.  Our chapter made a donation along with some of our indi-

vidual members.  

 

On Saturday, May 18th, 2019 the SCNP society held an open house and cele-

bration at the Parks Mill site for all members. I was very happy to be able to at-

tend this event.  

 

The Rocky Shoals Spider Lily Site was beautiful, with a turn of the century grist 

mill located onsite alongside a diverse native habitat.  It was a nice sunny day 

and the Spider Lilies were growing happily along the creek. We were able to 

examine them up close and take great pictures.  

 

The Midlands Chapter was represented by at least 6 of us and there were mem-

bers of the SCNPS from all over the state. It was a lively group and it was great 

getting to meet people from 

other chapters.  

 

There was a short ceremony, 

before a BBQ lunch/picnic, 

with the President of the Soci-

ety, Lisa Lord, along with Bill 

Stringer who worked to raise 

the funds. 

 

I brought my neighbor with me 

and I was very proud to share 

the knowledge that we were 

preserving that spot of land and 

are working to educate and 

begin preserving our great SC 

habitat. It was a very rewarding 

event! 

 

Written by Donna Greenwold 
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July 13  

Tasty Tomato Festival at Earlewood Park in Columbia  https://tastytomatofestival.com/ 
Audubon Society Night Walk at Beidler Forest (Harleyville, SC)  http://sc.audubon.org/events/

nightwalk-beidler-forest-17 

 

July 15 - 19 
Eastern Apiculture Society annual meeting (Greenville, SC)  http://

www.easternapiculture.org/ 

July 17-20 
SC Native Plant Society Cullowhee Native Plant Conference (Cullowhee, NC)  

https://scnps.org/event/cullowhee-native-plant-conference 

July 20 
SC Wildlife Federation Wild Summer’s Night Auction and Wild Game Feast 

(Columbia) https://www.scwf.org/events/2019/wild-summers-night-auction-wild-game-feast-

mbs8g-6p5md 

July 24 
Nature Conservancy Purple Martin Migration Dinner Cruise (Lake Murray) https://

www.nature.org/en-us/get-involved/how-to-help/volunteer-and-attend-events/find-local-events-

and-opportunities/purple-martin-migration-dinner-cruise-on-lake-murray/ 

August 2 
Riverbanks Zoo Brew at the Zoo  https://www.riverbanks.org/events/brew-at-the-

zoo 

August 10 
Audubon Society Storks and Corks (Jackson, SC)  http://sc.audubon.org/events/storks-

corks 

Audubon Society Night Walk at Beidler Forest (Harleyville, SC)  http://sc.audubon.org/

events/nightwalk-beidler-forest-16 

August 15 (through October 31) 
SC Wildlife Federation Annual Wildlife Photography Contest https://www.scwf.org/

events/2019/17th-annual-wildlife-photography-contest-opens-fd8p7-npxnj 

August 24 
Sierra Club Adopt-a-Highway pick up outside Congaree National Park (contact Lawrence 

Haselden at 917-5092). 

 

Compiled by Betsy Russell 

Community Events 
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Forest Lake Presbyterian Church's Environ-

mental Day  

 
On May 5th, we had a table at Forest Lake Presbyterian 

Church's Environmental Day.  We were joined by other 

groups such as the Sierra Club and Carolina Wildlife Res-

cue.  In addition to our usual handouts, we had small packets 

of Butterflyweed, Common milkweed, and Purple coneflower 

seeds to hand out.  

 

Earth Day Events 
 

On April 27th, we manned two tables to celebrate Earth Day, 

one at Peachtree Rock Heritage Preserve and the other at 

Wingard's Nursery and Garden Center.  We teamed up with 

Mitzi Stewart and other members of the Piedmont Chapter at 

Peachtree Rock and Vickie handled the table by herself at 

Wingard's.  A special thanks to Vickie for driving from Aiken 

to help out.  Zach said that she did a great job handing out our 

literature and his oak saplings.  And thanks to Greg for helping 

me at Peachtree Rock.  Although it was a strenuous walk to 

the waterfall to setup, the Nature Conservancy had volunteers 

to help and the day and setting were beautiful.  The Nature 

Conservancy provided us with sandwiches, drinks, chips, and 

cookies.  The highlight for me was the tour lead by Dr. John 

Nelson of the area surrounding the waterfall.  He is always 

informative and entertaining.    

 

Written by Bill McCullough 

Book Review written by Marigold Wilson 

The Hidden Life of Trees   

by Peter Wohlleben  

Con’t from page 3 

There are wonderful, comforting patterns in the lives 

of trees revealed in this insightful study of dendrology. 

It turns out mother trees take care of their children. 

Individual trees of the same species are far more ge-

netically different from each other than any two hu-

mans, and yet they support each other, weak or 

strong, through the many challenges they face – and in 
some situations, the weak are the strong, and the 

strong are the weak – therefore, they look out for 

each other equally.  

 

Together, trees can create their own preferred micro-

climate, and so, they act as though they truly need 

each other. Deciduous forests even agree among 

themselves whether they should bloom in the spring. 

Each chapter reveals another aspect of tree life (or 

death), expanding the realm of the readers’ under-

standing of the concept of a “biosphere.”   

 

This book should be read by anyone who enjoys 

the comforts trees provide.   
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Midlands Chapter Public Educational Events 

 
Midlands Chapter Mission Statement 

 
 Educate and inform members and the gen-

eral public about the importance of native 

plants. 

 Support efforts by government agencies and 

other organizations to protect habitats and 

endangered species. 

 Encourage the use of native plants in public 

and private landscaping. 

 Promote the commercial availability of na-

tive plant materials. 

Contact Information: 

South Carolina Native Plant Society  

PO Box 1311 

Chester, SC, 29706  

https://scnps.org/ 

www.facebook.com/SCNPS/ 

Please Join us! 

 
We are looking for people who are motivated to make 

a difference. We have open positions on several com-

mittees. If you have a skill or interest we would love to 

have you join us. The time commitment is very minor 

but the personal and community rewards are major.  

 
Please contact one of our board members if you are 

interested. Thank you all for your support as members! 

The Next 

General 

Meeting is July 

11th! 
 

See you there! 


