
May 2019NEWSLETTER OF THE UPSTATE CHAPTER
OF THE SC NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY

www.scnps.org

... continued on page 2

Of Interest... Thursday, April 25, 8:30am
SPRING WALKS AT PEARSON’S FALLS

Birding with John Cely
$15 fee for non-members of the Tryon Garden Club

Register by calling (828) 749-3031
Tryon Garden Club 

2748 Pearson Falls Rd, Saluda, NC 28773
____________________________________
Saturday, May 4, 8:00am-3:00pm,
Field Trip: Black Balsam and Blue Ridge 
Parkway
Leader:  Rick Huffman
We will traverse the Blue Wall and travel 
across 500 million years of geological 
time to experience the wonders of the 
high ridge of Black Balsam. It will be late 
winter/early spring on the Parkway. As the 
mountain awakens, deciduous magnolias, 
serviceberry, pink shell azalea, and painted 
trillium are a small sample of the treasures 
awaiting. World Class systems and biomes.
 Meet at Holly Springs Grocery, SC Hwy 
11 and Hwy 178 at 8 am for van/carpool.
To register, contact Rick Huffman at 
<rick_huffman@earthdesignsc.com> or 
call (864) 901-7583. Please include your 
phone number, bring water, lunch, and 
wear appropriate clothing and footwear.
____________________________________
Friday, May 17, 8:00am-3:00pm,
Field Trip: Stevens Creek Heritage 
Preserve, McCormick County
Leader:  Rick Huffman
Stevens Creek Heritage is a unique plant 
community with G1 ranked species such 
as Miccosukee gooseberry (Ribes echinel-
lum).  Unusual mountain wildflowers 
also seek refuge on the SC site. Imagine 
seeing trilliums (lance-leaved, nodding, 
and faded), false-rue anemone, spring 
beauty, green violets and Dutchman’s 
breeches growing just north of Augusta!  
 The field trip is a lead up to SCNPS 
May 18th Parks Mill celebration. Field 
trip participants may want to camp or 
stay over for the 18th event.
 Meet at Ingles parking lot, Hwy 25 
south in Moonville. To register, contact 
Rick Huffman at <rick_huffman@earthde-
signsc.com> or call (864) 901-7583. Please 
include your phone number, bring water, 
lunch, and wear appropriate clothing and 
footwear.
____________________________________
Saturday, May 18, 10am - 3pm±
Parks Mill Field Day & Celebration!
Coordinator:  Bill Stringer
____________________________________
Tuesday, May 21, 7:00pm,
Program:  Shortia Around the World
Tri-County Technical College, Pendleton, SC
Speaker:  Dr. L.L.“Chick” Gaddy
(See article this page.)
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Botanists have long pondered the relationships of eastern North BAmerican plants to their east Asian cousins. The discontinuous 
distribution of the same or closely related plant taxa seems disconcerting, 
but the similarities of some Asian forests to those of the southern 
Appalachians are said to be so great that a sense of deja vu is often 
experienced by botanists of one region visiting the other.
 We can only imagine, though, what may have run through the mind 
of the first Western botanist to encounter an Asian Shortia.
 Most of us have heard the story of the fabled Oconee Bell (Shortia 
galacifolia), described by Dr. Asa Gray as “perhaps the most interesting 
plant in North America”. It was discovered here by the French botanist 
Andre Michaux in 1787, but not seen again till 1877. The years-long 
search to re-find this plant, led by Gray, incited somewhat of a furor 
among the entire North American botanical world.
 We know now that this beautiful plant has a very limited natural range 
and is found in only a handful of counties of the Carolinas, concentrated 
in the steep lower elevation gorges and stream banks of the Jocassee 
Gorges area.
 The fact that “our” beloved Oconee Bell has look-alike relatives in 
China, Vietnam, Taiwan and Japan conjures up thoughts of old movies 
and literary classics along the theme of “somewhere-in-the-world-there-is-
someone-who-looks-just-like-you”! How can that be?
 Our May speaker, Dr. L.L. “Chick” 
Gaddy, will talk to us about Shortia around 
the globe, including a species newly 
discovered by Gaddy and collaborator 
Maxim S. Nuraliev: Shortia rotata.

Shortia...
...around the World

Dr. L.L. “Chick” Gaddy
Naturalist  •  Biogeographer  •  terra incognita, President
For a map and more information, visit http://www.scnps.org

Instead of the Oconee Bell’s familiar bell-
shape, flowers of the newly described Shortia 
rotata have a well-defined cylindric tube that 

widens abruptly into spreading lobes.
Photo by B. Wynn-Jones

Tues., May 21, 7:00 pm
**Tri-County Technical College**

Pendleton Campus

7900 US-76  •   Pendleton, SC 29670

Upcoming Society Programs, 
Events & Field Trips ± Approximate time(s)

(in Bold)

Plants, smiles, and 

shoppers hit the 

high numbers at 

our April 13th 

Spring Plant Sale!  

Here, for example, 

is just one happy 

face captured by 

roving photographer 

Doug Lockard.
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All Shortia species 
are found in 
mountainous 
areas, have 
restricted ranges 
and are generally 
considered to
be rare.

— Janie Marlow

Shortia...
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Dr. Gaddy is a South Carolina native and an 
avid naturalist with a Ph.D. in biogeography 
from the University of Georgia. He is author 
of A Naturalist’s Guide to the Southern  
Blue Ridge Front, Spiders of the Carolinas, 
The Natural History of Congaree Swamp, 
Ferns of the West Indies, and Alpine South: 
Plants and Plant Communities of the High 
Elevations of the Southern Appalachians, 
and president of terra incognita, a non-profit 
environmental consulting and research company.

____________________________________
Sat/Sun, June 8 & 9, Overnight
Field Trip: Roan Mountain Highlands, 
Highlands of Roan  •  Cost $40 per person
Leaders:  Patrick McMillan/Rick Huffman
SCNPS will travel to the Highlands of Roan 
on the NC/TN border for a two-day field 
trip.  At elevations up to 6,100 feet the 
Roan summits with their grassy balds are 
unique ecosystems that inspire awe among 
sightseers and botanists alike.
 We will have a brief guest presentation 
from Jay Leutze, Vice President of South-
ern Appalachian Highlands Conservancy 
(SAHC), the land trust that leads conserva-
tion efforts in the landscape.
Limit: 12 people, RSVP, Contact Rick Huff-
man <rick_huffman@earthdesignsc.com> 
or call (864) 901-7583.
Cost: $40.00 per person; lodging will be 
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Upcoming Society Events either in a cabin or tent camping at a 
camping platform owned by SAHC. 
____________________________________
Tuesday, June 18, 7:00pm,
Program:  Native Plants in the Sustainable  
 Landscape  •   Greenville
Speaker:  Dr. Ellen Vincent
____________________________________
Tuesday, July 16, 7:00pm,
Program:  Quail Management and
 Native Plants  •  Landrum Depot, Landrum
Speaker: Michael Small
____________________________________
No Program / Meeting in August...
Enjoy all the remaining days of Summer!
____________________________________
Tuesday, September 17, 7:00pm,
Program:  Rudy’s Playlist of Favorite 
Moments as a Naturalist  •  Greenville, SC
Speaker: Rudy Mancke
____________________________________
Tuesday, October 15, 7:00pm,
Program:  Scenes from “Nature SCene”
Landrum Depot, Landrum, SC
Speaker: Jim Welch

Missing Book  Did you borrow a book 
from Kitty Putnam?  It is titled, The New 
England Wild Flower Society Guide to 
Growing and Propagating Wildflowers 
of the United States and Canada, by 
William Cullina. It is a large hardcover 
book with a predominantly black cover 
with the word “Wildflowers” most easily 
seen. Kitty says, “It is my favorite propa-
gation book and it is no longer in print.” 
Please check your memory and your 
bookshelf and return this book ASAP if 
you have it.

Volunteer Opportunities
The Pickens County Museum native 
plant garden is tended by NPS members 
and volunteers from the Foothills Master 
Gardeners.  We meet in the morning on 
the first Tuesday and the third Thursday 
of each month.  It is a beautiful place 
where you can see the native plants 
in all stages of their growth.  We are 
currently starting at 9am and working 

until about 11:30.  Email <judy_seeley@
hotmail.com> for more information or 
to volunteer.  

Newsletter mailing apprentice
We need a few more people to learn 
the mailing process for the monthly 
Upstate newsletter.  Kitty Putnam has 
been doing mailing for several years 
and would like to pass on some or all 
of the responsibility.  It involves some 
paperwork with the post office and then 
putting closure stickers on the folded 
letters, attaching the labels, and taking 
the forms to the post office bulk mailing 
window.  Ideally, folks from in or near 
Greenville will volunteer, as our bulk 
mailing permit is for the post office near 
Kitty and Miller’s house.  Contact Kitty 
at <kitty.putnam@gmail.com> for more 
information.  She is willing to train new 
volunteers.  Several people could share 
the job.

Upstate Publicity Helpers Needed
Our upstate publicity team needs some-
one who likes to do Facebook and other 
on-line media communication.  Contact 
<judy-seeley@hotmail.com> to volunteer 
or with questions.  This is something you 
can do from home.  
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A resounding THANK YOU goes out to all of 
the wonderful plant sale volunteers this year!  

Preparations for the sale begin at the greenhouse 
soon after each spring plant sale.  Many 

volunteers come weekly all year ‘round to tend, 
pot, repot, weed, water, fertilize and propagate 

plants for the fall and spring plant sales.  A large 
team planned and helped run the sale on April 
12-13.  This newsletter is going to press before 
the sale, so there will be a full report in the June 
newsletter.  In the meantime, consider yourselves 

...THANKED!

Society volunteers, 

Dan, Janie and 

Steve, give scavenger 

hunters the scoop 

on the invasive fig 

buttercup (Ficaria 

verna) at March’s 

Goose Chase at 

Conestee Nature  

 Park.


