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Tues., February 19, 7:00 pm
**Tri-County Technical College**

Pendleton Campus

7900 US-76  •   Pendleton, SC 29670

Melanie Ruhlman
President of Save Our Saluda  •  Water Resource Assessment & Planning Specialist

For a map and more information, visit http://www.scnps.org
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Upcoming Society Programs, 
Events & Field Trips ± Approximate time(s)

(in Bold)

Of Interest...  Wednesday, January 16, 2:00pm
A Presentation on “Weiler Woods”

by Loti Woods and Dale Weiler

Tryon Garden Club at FENCE   •   Visitors welcome
3381 Hunting Country Road, Tryon, NC

____________________________________
Tuesday, February 19, 7:00pm,
Program:  Agroenvironmental Project
Tri-County Technical College, Pendleton
Speaker:  Melanie Ruhlman
(See article this page, map on Page 2.)
____________________________________
Of Interest...  Wednesday, February 20, 2:00pm
“Henry William Ravenel — Planter, Botanist, 

Southern Patriot — The Aiken Years”
A Presentation by Harry Shealy

Tryon Garden Club at FENCE   •   Visitors welcome
3381 Hunting Country Road, Tryon, NC

____________________________________
Fri-Sat-Sun, Mar 1-2-3, 2019, Southern 
Home & Garden Show, Greenville
SCNPS has been an exhibitor at the Southern 
Home & Garden Show for over twelve years 
with the help of new and veteran booth 
volunteers.  You do not have to be a botani-
cal expert. Simply greet people, hand out our 
informational flyers and invite attendees to 
our field trips, monthly programs and our 
Plant Sale on Saturday, April 13th!
You can sign up online at:  scnps.org/
event/2019-southern-home-garden-show
 Before or after your shift, tour the Show 
for help and information on that Spring 
home improvement project you’re wanting 
to do!
 Contact NPS coordinator Kay Stafford 
for more information:
<kay.stafford4450@gmail.com>
____________________________________
Tuesday, March 19, 7:00pm,
Program:  Beyond the Bloom: Native  
 Perennials for Form & Function
Greenville, SC
Speaker:  Jon Fritz
____________________________________
SATURDAY, April 13, 9:00am - 1:00pm

Annual Spring
--PLANT SALE!--

Conestee Park, 840 Mauldin Rd
Greenville, SC

A three-minute drive south of I-85 near 
the baseball stadium.  Visit our website for 
more information <www.scnps.org>

NOTE: PAID-UP MEMBERS are allowed 
early admittance 8:30am - 9:00am!

____________________________________
Tuesday, April 16, 7:00pm,
Program:  Oconee Bells and other Plants 
of the Jocassee Area
Landrum Depot, Landrum, SC
Speakers:  Kay and Brooks Wade

You may remember reading in the newsletter last Spring about an eco-agricultural 
workday along a river up near Marietta, inviting the help of volunteers from Save Our 
Saluda, Naturaland Trust, the Upstate Master Naturalist Association, and SCNPS. 
Maybe you came and lent a hand.  Or maybe you thought, “An impressive list of 
organizations are signing on to this project — Wonder what it’s about?”

Farm-fresh Produce AND Clean Water!
 Save Our Saluda (SOS) is working in cooperation with other like-
minded organizations to create a demonstration site for agricultural best 
management practices to help control sediment runoff. They are doing 
this near Slater-Marietta on land leased for crop production, land that 
will soon be bisected by a future extension of the popular Swamp Rabbit 
Trail.
 What an ideal location for a demonstration project!
 One of the Best Management Practices (BMPs) that was installed 
during the first phase of work at the site was the establishment of a 
1,500-foot riparian buffer of native trees, shrubs, and perennial pollinator 
plants along Railroad Creek, a tributary to the North Saluda River. 
Volunteers have planted over 300 native hardwood trees to enhance 
this riparian buffer, and more workdays are coming (stay tuned to NPS’s 
TinyLetter email announcements).
 Other BMPs include 300 feet of rock access roads, sediment catchment 
basins above drainage ditch outfalls, and a 600-foot grass swale in a 
primary drainage ditch between the new rock access roads.
 “As our region continues to grow, we will need further access to clean 
water and healthy local food,” explains Mac Stone, Executive Director 
of Naturaland Trust. “The North Saluda River is an important source of 
drinking water, but is also one of the cradles of locally-sourced food for 
the Upstate.”
 SOS President Melanie Ruhlman elaborates, “The 
Saluda River and its tributaries provide some of 
the highest quality drinking water in the country. 
Headwaters are designated as outstanding natural 
resource waters and are home to a wide diversity of 
fish species, including native brook trout.”

Volunteers planted over 300 native

hardwood trees to enhance the riparian buffer

next to Railroad Creek, a tributary

to the North Saluda River.

Note locat
ion

below!

(See MAP on
Page 2.)
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ongoing.
 Today SOS continues to work to 
safeguard water resources of the Saluda 
Watershed through environmental 
awareness and citizen action. They 
advocate for clean and sustainable river 
flows, riparian protection, and public 
access to our waters, monitor and 
identify threats facing the river and its 
tributaries and seek effective solutions. 
Volunteers participate in educational 
events and activities, work on local and 
state water policy issues, and facilitate 
river cleanups.

Melanie Ruhlman is a water resources specialist 
with over 20 years of professional experience 
in water resource assessment and planning. 
Her professional career has included work in 
industry, government, and private consulting in 
Atlanta, Athens, and Greenville. She earned a 
bachelor’s degree in Forestry from North Carolina 
State University and master’s degree in Forest 
Hydrology from the University of Georgia.
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Upcoming Society Events

UPSTATE Chapter

____________________________________
Tuesday, May 21, 7:00pm,
Program:  Shortia Around the World
Pendleton, SC
Speaker:  Dr. L.L.“Chick” Gaddy
____________________________________
Tuesday, June 18, 7:00pm,
Program:  Native Plants in the 
 Sustainable Landscape
Greenville, SC
Speaker:  Dr. Ellen Vincent
____________________________________
Tuesday, July 16, 7:00pm,
Program:  Quail Management and
	 Native	Plants		•		Landrum Depot
Speaker: Michael Small
____________________________________
Tuesday, September 17, 7:00pm,
Program:  Rudy’s Playlist of Favorite  
	 Moments	as	a	Naturalist		•  Greenville
Speaker: Rudy Mancke

Save Our Saluda is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization that was founded in 
2008 and immediately spearheaded a 
campaign in response to community 
opposition to a developer’s plan to 
discharge 175,000 gallons of wastewater 
per day into the North Saluda River in a 
reach that supported trout. SOS’s efforts 
directly impacted the decision for a more 
environmentally friendly method of 
waste treatment.
 In 2015, with the help of Southern 
Environmental Law Center and in 
partnership with Upstate Forever, SOS 
finalized agreements with Duke Energy 
for safe removal and storage of over 
three million tons of toxic coal ash from 
unlined pits on the banks of the Saluda 
River at the Lee Steam Station near 
Williamston. Removal of the coal ash is 

“The North Saluda River is an important source of drinking 
water, but is also one of the cradles of locally-sourced food 
for the Upstate.”  — Mac Stone, Director, Naturaland Trust

An Adventure planner... Are you 
out there?? The Adventure Planner for the 
Native Plant Society does not have to go on every 
field trip, but I recommend that you go on as 
many as you would enjoy.
 When I volunteered, I sat down with the board 
and we planned out the whole year, trip leaders 
included, in one meeting.  With this information, 
February - October, I wrote a short description of 
the facts participants needed to know and this was 
published in the newsletter. Many of the descrip-
tions were a “cut and paste” from previous trip 
articles that were provided.
 I will meet with the new person and make sure 
he/she feels comfortable with the job. And I’ll help 
however I can.  Included will be the notebook file 
of materials and locations of the past three years 
of my tenure as the adventure planner.  I took 
requests for locations, and “re-runs” of favorite 
field trips are encouraged.     — Virginia Meador
 Interested?  Contact Virginia at:

<vmeador@camperdown.org>

You can sign up online at:  <scnps.org/
event/2019-southern-home-garden-show> or 
in-person at our January and February 
meetings.  You don’t have to be a plant 
expert.  Simply greet folks and hand out 
our informational flyers.  Contact NPS 
coordinator Kay Stafford for more info:
<kay.stafford4450@gmail.com>

It’s Sign-up time for the 2019 Southern 
Home & Garden Show in Greenville, Mar 1-3.
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Directions on Hwy 76: Traveling north from 
I-85 OR south from Hwy 123, come to the traffic 
light, turn into the campus keeping straight past first 
two buildings on left.  Perimeter Rd will curve left. 
Turn in left after 2nd bldg TO the Event Center .
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