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(in Bold)
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Tues., Sept 18, 7:00 pm
J Verne Smith Technical Resource Center Auditorium

Main Campus, Greenville Technical College, 620 S Pleasantburg Drive

  Greenville, SC 29607

Dr Patrick McMillan
Host, co-creator, and writer of Emmy-award winning Expeditions with Patrick McMillan 

Professional Naturalist, Biologist, and Educator
For a map and more information, visit http://www.scnps.org

NOTE
Location!!

Greenhouse Work Mornings!
Wednesdays, September 5 & 12,
 8:00am to noon (or help as long as you can.)
We are preparing plants for the Fall 
Greenhouse sale on Oct. 13 and 14 and 
for Spring 2019!
(See Page 3.)
____________________________________

***ANNUAL MEETING!***
Tuesday, September 18, 7:00pm,
Program:  Special Plants of the
Jocassee Gorges  •  Greenville Technical 
College Main Campus, Greenville, SC
Speaker: Patrick McMillan, Ph.D
(See article this page.)
____________________________________
Thursday, September 20, 8:00am-3:30±
Field Trip:  Carolina Native Nursery, 
Burnsville, NC  •  Meet at 8:00am at Ingles, 
Exit 1, on I-26 in Landrum, SC
Leader: Bill Jones, owner
Enjoy cooler temperatures and the 
company of the speaker for our October 
meeting, Bill Jones, who will provide a 
tour of his nursery. After the tour, we will 
have a chance to purchase native shrubs, 
perennials ferns, and/or grasses.
 Fall is the perfect time to plant the 
species that are the specialty of Carolina 
Native Nursery. There are over 200 
different species with many cultivars 
available including native azaleas, 
rhododendrons and mountain laurels, 
their specialty! The website has the 
most current availability and price list at 
<http://www.carolinanativenursery.com/
catalogs/retail-native-plant-pricelist/>
 Dress for outdoor and wet conditions 
of the nursery. Bring lunch and water for 
your comfort.  Expect an easy 87 mile, one 
hour and thirty minute drive north on 
I-26, then east on19E and right to 1639 
Prices Creek Rd, Burnsville, NC
 To register, contact Virginia Meador 
<vmeador@camperdown>org>  Please 
indicate the number in your party, 
whether or not you can drive, and how 
many passengers you can take. Please 
include your cell number for last minute 
communication.
____________________________________
FRIDAY thru SUNDAY, October 5-7, 2018 

SC Native Plant Society
2018 Symposium

Palm Key Nature Center, Ridgeland, SC
Theme: “Bushes, Bugs, and Birds”
Hosted by the South Coast Chapter SCNPS
(More information on the home page of 
our website at scnps.org)

NEWSLETTER OF THE UPSTATE CHAPTER OF THE SC NATIVE PLANT SOCIETYSEPT 2018

Special Plants
 of the Jocassee Gorges

On September 18th at our Annual Meeting in Greenville, we are honored 
to welcome back a respected and lauded speaker, one with a face familiar 
to many of us: Dr. Patrick McMillan.  Dr. McMillan will take us on a fern-
focused trip to one of South Carolina’s botanical treasures: the Jocassee 
Gorges. He will introduce us to some of his latest discoveries—primarily 
vascular and probably a few non-vascular plants—that find hospitable 
ecological niches in that unique and cherished southern ecosystem. 
 His presentation is titled “The unique ferns and new discoveries of the 
Jocassee Gorges.”  Patrick will describe some of the wonderfully diverse 
flora of the gorges region, a region well known for its overall geological 
and climate diversity as well as the diversity of plants and animals that 
inhabit the undulating hills and valleys. 
 Patrick’s focus on ferns is appropriate.  Do you realize that the Jocassee 
Gorges are regarded by some botanists as being the fern capital of 
North America?  For years, the Gorges have been a magnet for curious 
botanists willing to explore the often steep, impenetrable hillsides.  
Their botanical curiosity has been rewarded with discoveries of a large 
variety of plants unique to that environment.  Some of the newly located 

species even include plants one would not expect to find 
in this region, species that typically find more comfortable 
homes in tropical locations or even the desert southwest!  
South Carolina can, because of some recent discoveries, 
now claim three additional species of native ferns to our 
growing list of plants that live in our state.

Reception
following
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NPS members and Master 
Gardeners keep the beautiful 
native plant garden in Pickens 
going and growing.  Volunteers 
work on the first Tuesday and 
third Thursday mornings of 
each month. (This is a recent 
change in the schedule!)
 Check out these industrious 
volunteers from just a few days 
ago...  (Anne, Marti, & Jennifer)

 Join us in September when plant hunter and naturalist extraordinaire 
Dr. McMillan will give us deeper insights about various local fern species 
and introduce us to some newly discovered ferns to add to our life list.
 The program begins at 7:00 pm, September 18th, at the J Verne 
Smith Technical Resource Center Auditorium on the Main Campus of 
Greenville Technical College, 620 South Pleasantburg Drive, Greenville.

The Pickens County 
Museum Native 
Plant Garden... A 
dig, plant, and chat 
volunteer OPP!

  Come out between 8am and 12 
noon to help weed, dig, plant, 
and chat.  Volunteers often take 
home “extras” that the garden 
provides.  In September, the 
dates are Tuesday the 4th and 
Thursday the 20th.
 Contact Judy Seeley <judy_
seeley@hotmail.com> or 
Sally Gurrie <sgurrie@att.net> 
to volunteer or to go on the 
notification list.  Come out and 
enjoy the garden!

... continued from page 1
Special Plants...

Wright's Cliffbrake, Pellaea wrightiana
Photo by Tricia Kyzer

Wright’s Cliffbrake (Pellaea
wrightiana) is found primarily in the 

southwest or western US, with isolated 
disjuncts in southern Appalachians.

This is its first documented occurrence
in South Carolina.

Copper Fern, Bommeria hispida
Photo by Patrick McMillan

The leaf blades of Copper Fern (Bommeria 
hispida) are small, broadly 5-sided in outline 
(pentagonal), and with straight needle-
like hairs on the upper surface. This is its 
first documented occurrence east of the 
Mississippi River.

A Rare Find
Upstate board member, Janie Marlow, received a surprise 
gift from a friend who is familiar with her passion for native 
plants: an original copy of Asa Gray’s book, How Plants Grow.
 The first edition copy, dated 1858, features wonderfully 
written text and includes 500 wood carving illustrations!
(Janie says it’s now the oldest thing in the house next to Steve!)

— Karen LaFleur Stewart

You probably know Dr. McMillan 
through his engaging SCETV program 
“Expeditions with Patrick McMillan” 
that is just one on his long list of 
endeavors in the plant and animal 
worlds. A professional biologist and 
naturalist, he is the Hilliard professor 
of environmental sustainability at 
Clemson where he currently teaches 
Forest Biology, Natural History and 
Plant Taxonomy. If not from television, 
perhaps you know him as the director 

of both the SC Botanical Garden and Bob 
Campbell Geology Museum. Maybe you 
read some of his articles in SC Wildlife 
or National Wildlife, or were fortunate to 
hear him speak at the Cullowhee Native 
Plant Conference, the Greater Greenville 
Master Gardeners’ Symposium, or at the 
SCNPS Annual Symposium. Wherever you 
encountered Dr McMillan, his messages 
were undoubtedly refreshing, well crafted, 
stimulating and informative.
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Mark your calendars for Saturday 
and Sunday, October 13 and 14 
for the Fall Greenhouse Sale of 
native plants.  It will run from 9am 
to 2pm each day.  The sale kicks off 
the official SC Native Plant Week! 
The greenhouse is located at 180 
Lakewood Drive, Greenville, SC.
 Fall is a great time to plant!   With 
cooler temperatures, new plants 
are under less stress than in the hot 
summer months and have time 
to develop a good root system as 
the soil slowly cools. Also, it is a 
lot more pleasant to dig holes in 
October than in August!
 The sale will include a wide 
selection of native trees, shrubs, 
perennial wildflowers, vines, and 
ferns. An inventory list will be 
available in early October.
 Start now making a list of plants 
you would like to add to your 
landscape.  If you just can’t wait, 
remember that you can shop at the 
greenhouse any time of the year by 
appointment.  Call Miller Putnam at 
864 325-9700.

180 Lakewood Drive, 
Greenville, SC

the Fall
Greenhouse Sale 

is October 13-14!

 work mornings...
are planned for Sept. 5 and 12, two Wednesdays, from 8am 
to Noon. We are preparing plants for the Fall 
Greenhouse sale on Oct. 13 and 14 and for spring 
2019.  There is always lots to do, lots of chatter 
and laughter, and the satisfaction of seeing the 
plants mature and blossom. The greenhouse 
is at Putnam’s home at 180 Lakewood Drive, 
Greenville.  Call Miller at 864 325-9700 with 
questions.  Email <judy_seeley@hotmail.com> to 
be put on the Greenhouse Gang notification list.

Our youngest volunteer,  
 Ava, learns proper
  potting-up from Pattie  
   Hester.  

Donated plants arrive
courtesy of Joe Townsend

and Jon Fritz.

Photos by Judy Seeley

Wednesday
Work Mornings:

Sept 5 and 12

Greenhouse

Everyone deserves a break during a shift!
—Doug Lockard & Miller Putnam
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SATURDAY & SUNDAY, October 13 & 14 
9:00am - 2:00pm each day

Fall Greenhouse
PLANT SALE!!

180 Lakewood Drive, Greenville
(Save the dates!  See Page 3.)
____________________________________
Tuesday, October 16, 7:00pm,
Program:  Being a Native Plant Advocate
Landrum Depot, Landrum, SC
Speaker: Bill Jones, owner of Carolina 
Native Nursery, Burnsville, NC
____________________________________
Tuesday, November 20, 7:00pm,
Program:  Ethnobotany, How Native Plants 
are used in Malaysia  •  SWU, Central, SC
Speaker: Dixie Damrel, Botanist/
Curator of Clemson Univ. Herbarium
____________________________________
Tuesday, December 15, 7:00pm,
Christmas Social / Party... with the debut 
of Botany Bingo!  Fun & prizes!
Greenville, SC____________________________________

 *****  2019  *****____________________________________
Tuesday, January 15, 7:00pm,
Landrum, SC
Speaker: Rick Huffman, Earth Design
____________________________________
Tuesday, February 19, 7:00pm,
Program:  Shortia Around the World
SWU, Central, SC
Speaker:  Dr. L.L.“Chick” Gaddy

Upcoming Society Events

Dr David Ahrenholz 
presented his “Look at 
Carolina Butterflies” 
program last month to 
a packed house—about 
90—in Landrum!
 Several of the photos 
he featured in his 
presentation were 
butterflies he had shot 
earlier in the day at his 
place near Landrum.

Upstate Chapter officer elections will 
be held in November. There are four 
elected board positions:  President, 
Vice-president, Secretary, and 
Treasurer.  Dan Whitten will not be 
running again for president.
 The nominating committee 
will present its slate by October 1. 
Nominations from the membership 
will be accepted until Oct. 31.  By 
Nov. 1, the slate will be set. Want to 

Upstate NPS Board Elections Happening Soon
volunteer or suggest someone? Contact 
Dan Whitten at <sdwhit10@aol.com>   
We also need volunteers for planning 
Field Trips, for monthly Program 
Planning and for Plant Rescues.  The 
board meets monthly, except August, 
on the second Tuesday, usually at the 
Swamp Rabbit Café.   Step up and take 
a turn on the Upstate Board.  Help 
guide our chapter to serve its members 
and the community.

Dr Patrick McMillan  •  September 18th
J Verne Smith Technical Resource Center auditorium 

Main campus of Greenville Technical College


