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Tuesday, January 16, 7:00pm,
Program: The Flora of Polk County
Landrum Depot • Landrum, SC
Speaker: David Campbell, Botanist
(See write-up this page.)
____________________________________
Of Interest...
Wednesday, January 17, 2:00pm,
Kelly Gay, Soil & Water District Administrator 
will present a program for the Tryon Garden 
Club at FENCE, 3381 Hunting Country Road, 
Tryon, NC. Open to the public.
____________________________________
Tuesday, February 20, 7:00pm,
SWU • Central, SC
Program: Azaleas of the Southern 
Appalachians
Speaker: Dr. Charles Horn
_____________________________________
Fri-Sun, Mar 2-3-4, 2018, Southern Home 
& Garden Show, Greenville
Greenville’s Southern Home & Garden Show 
is the largest and most popular home and 
garden event in South Carolina! SCNPS has 
been exhibiting at the Show for umpteen 
years with the help of new and veteran booth 
volunteers.
 Sign up online or at January or February’s 
meeting!  You do not have to be a botanical 
expert. Simply greet people, hand out our 
informational flyers and invite attendees to 
our field trips and monthly programs.
 Then, before or after your shift, tour the 
Show for help and information on that 
Spring home improvement project you’re 
wanting to do!
NOTE:  We are looking for an H&G Show 
coordinator to volunteer their organizational 
and people skills. Contact out-going coordi-
nator Steve Marlow for more information: 
<steve@marlowcreativeservices.com> or 
call (864) 430-2604.
____________________________________
Tuesday, March 20, 7:00pm,
Program: Status Reports on Smooth 
Coneflower, Native Cane Restoration 
and other Rare and Unusual plants in 
the Carolinas  •  Wilkins Conference 
Center, Roper Mountain Science Center, 
Greenville, SC
Speaker: David White, Plant/Forest 
Ecologist
NOTE:  The Wilkins Conference Center at 
Roper Mountain is a NEW meeting facility for 
the Upstate Chapter!  Some, but not all, our 
Greenville programs will take place there.
____________________________________
Tuesday, April 17, 7:00pm,
Program:  Photos from Fascinating Trips!  
Landrum Depot, Landrum, SC
Speaker: Bill Robertson, photographer
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Polk County lies just on the other side of the North Carolina line, 
centered over the counties of Greenville and Spartanburg. It is home to 
the towns of Saluda, Columbus, and Tryon, to the wildflower preserve 
known as Pearson’s Falls and Glen, and to an impressive array of 
mountains and a swath of rolling foothills. 
 Botanist David Campbell has been cataloging the plant life of Polk 
County on behalf of the herbarium at the University of North Carolina at 
Charlotte since about 2012. Why Polk County?
 “It’s a neat county because it goes from the piedmont to the 
mountains,” he said. “There’s a lot of geological diversity, the soils are 
very unusual, very nutrient-rich, so there’s some neat things to be found 
there.” Neat things to be found, but over fifty years since any significant 
body of field research had been done!
 Part of the county is located within the Southern Blue Ridge 
Escarpment, where the Blue Ridge Mountains abruptly rise from the 
rolling piedmont, an area that contains some of the highest natural 
diversity of rare plants and animals found anywhere in the world. Polk 
County is also widely known for its unusual “thermal belt” — a zone 
within mountains or foothills with a milder climate and longer growing 
season than elevations either higher or lower.
 Polk’s interesting plant life includes oddball “disjuncts” that are 
more than 500 miles away from where they are normally found, and 
it is said to hold the only North Carolina occurrences of plants such 
as the Allegheny spurge (Pachysandra procumbens), whorled horsebalm 
(Collinsonia verticillata), Ozark bunchflower (Veratrum woodii), and thicket 
creeper (Parthenocissus inserta).
 Polk also supports plant communities such as you might expect to 
see along the Carolina Coast. In the hills south of Columbus, Campbell 
discovered a population of 200 sweetbay magnolia trees (Magnolia 
virginiana), something more often found in Coastal Plain pocosins, 
swamps and seeps.
 David encourages local landowners and nature enthusiasts to take 
notice of the plants they encounter. His “Polk County’s Most Wanted” 
newspaper column features photos and descriptions of rare plants that 
have been documented in the county in the past but haven’t been 
spotted in many years, as well as newly discovered species.
 Campbell will be discussing his recent botanical finds, as well as 
sharing stories of the quest. The presentation will consist of photographic 
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Botanist  •  Ecologist  •  Surveyor of Threatened Species
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Tues., January 16, 7:00 pm

**Landrum Depot**

211 North Trade  •  Landrum, SC 29356
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Mark your calendars right now 
for Friday, April 20, and Saturday, 
April 21, for the Upstate Spring 
Plant Sale at Conestee Park.   
 We will need lots of people 
to help with set-up on Friday 
and to work at the actual sale 
on Saturday, so please set those 
dates aside for NPS.  
 The plant sale committee 

has openings for an overall 
coordinator, a volunteers’ 
coordinator, publicity chair, 
site manager, plant ordering 
committee, plant database 
manager and many other jobs.
 The GREAT news is that Mary 
Margaret Dragoun, Betsy George, 
and Kay Stafford have already 
accepted significant leadership 
jobs. The motto this year is, “If 
everyone will do a little, no one will 
have to do too much.”  Contact 
Judy Seeley to volunteer or for 
more information:  <Judy_
seeley@hotmail.com>

NPS Volunteer
Opportunities for 2018
We are seriously in need of two 
people to join the program planning 
committee.  First off, we need a new 
chairperson for the committee.  
President Dan Whitten has been 
holding three committee jobs in 
addition to being president.  How 
about volunteering to take charge 
of planning programs for the 
Greenville meetings, or chairing the 
committee, both of which Dan is 
currently doing.
 The Society meets three or four 
times per year at each of our three 
sites, Southern Wesleyan University 
in Central, Roper Mountain Science 

The greenhouse and upper garden are 
bursting with plants thanks to the many 

volunteers who 
have been com-
ing out.  Miller 
Putnam will 
resume green-
house work days 
in February and 
invites you to 
join the fun-lov-
ing Greenhouse 
Gang.  

Center (NEW PLACE) in Greenville, 
and in Landrum.  That is only three 
(at most four) meetings to plan per 
year.  You line up the speaker, follow 
through on arrangements for the 
space, introduce the speaker, and 
meet several times a year with the 
full program committee.
 Make a New Year’s resolution 
to bring some great speakers 
and programs to our meetings.  
Contact Dan Whitten for details at:  
<sdwhit10@aol.com>

Greenhouse Growings’ 

A few members of the fun-loving 
Greenhouse Gang wish you a Happy 

New year and invite you to join them 
at the greenhouse in 2018.
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images of rare and unusual plant 
species found in Polk County, with 
discussion to follow.
 — Janie Marlow

David Campbell has worked for Habitat 
Assessment and Restoration Professionals 
(HARP), based in Charlotte, since 2003, 
and he has over 25 years of experience as 
an Ecologist and Botanist studying the biota 
of North America, the United Kingdom, 
and areas of the Neotropics. David has 
particular expertise in conducting surveys 
for rare and threatened species throughout 
the southeastern United States.
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