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SC General Assembly
122nd Session, 2017-2018

H. 4000 Adopted by the General 
Assembly on May 2, 2017
Summary: SC Native Plant Week

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
TO RECOGNIZE THE ESSENTIAL VALUE 

AND IMPORTANCE OF SOUTH CARO-
LINA NATIVE PLANTS TO THE STATE’S 

HISTORY, ECONOMY, LANDSCAPE, AND 
ENVIRONMENT AND TO DESIGNATE 
OCTOBER 16-20, 2017, THE THIRD 
WEEK OF OCTOBER, AS “SOUTH 

CAROLINA NATIVE PLANT WEEK.”

Upcoming Society Events

The NPS/Putnam Greenhouse is in short supply of some seeds. See August newsletter online.

1996
 – 2017

(in Bold)

Years ago we saw Brazilian pepper in Florida, taking over land where 
native plants might have been.  Since then there have been other 
invasives, first sometimes admired, then bringing increased concern as 
they too gobbled up the landscape.  Lauren Serra has seen them—and 
she works to overcome them.
 Lauren Serra earned her PhD in Soil and Water Science at the Uni-
versity of Florida in Gainesville while working on a restoration project 
in the Everglades.  Her work in South Florida with the National Park 
Service (NPS) was centered on the removal of Brazilian pepper (Schinus 
terebinthifolius) to restore wetland habitat.
  After spending eight years with Everglades National Park as a bio-
logical science technician, Lauren Serra left Florida in 2012 to become 
the liaison for the Southeast Coast Exotic Plant Management Team 
(SEC-EPMT), based at Congaree National Park near Columbia, SC.  The 
primary focus of this regional program is to map and treat invasive 
plants that threaten natural and cultural resources at 15 NPS sites 
across the coastal plain of the Carolinas, Georgia, and Alabama.
  In work that is supremely important to the NPS mission, she is 
involved with early detection and rapid response (EDRR) of invasive 
plants.  “Species on the Move” is a hot topic for the Exotic Plant Man-
agement Teams (EPMTs) across the country.  The SEC-EPMT has con-
trolled new invasions of parasol tree (Firmiana simplex) and loquat (Eri-
obotrya japonica) at Congaree National Park and cogon grass (Imperata 
cylindrica) and lead tree (Leucaena leucocephala) at Cumberland Island 
National Seashore.  The team is also working with park staff to stop 
the spread of new infestations, including common reed (Phragmites 
australis) at Fort Pulaski National Monument and Chinese tallow (Tri-
adica sebifera) at Ocmulgee National Monument. 
  Lauren will be able to answer some of our questions—What can we 
do?  How do we recognize “the Enemy”?  Where in the Southeast is the work 
centered now?  How is global warming affecting this work?
  Come join us at the Landrum Depot on October 17th.

Lauren Serra, PhD
Liason for Southeast Coast Exotic Plant Management Team

Congaree National Park

Tuesday, October 17, 7:00 pm
Come at 6:30 for refreshments!

Landrum Depot  •  211 North Trade  •  Landrum, SC
For a map and more information, visit http://www.scnps.org
æ

Early Detection Rapid Response (EDRR) and Exotic Plant 
Management Team Efforts to Control Spread

Species
The Advancing Front...

...of Invasive

— Eva Pratt

Thursday, October 5, Field Trip:
Pressly Heritage Garden  •  Erskine 
College, Due West, SC
Leaders: Eva Pratt, Dr. Jan Haldeman
Lunch at Moffat Dining Hall at 12 noon, 
cost $7.00  •  Meet Dr. Haldeman at side 
entrance of the dining hall at 1:00 pm to 
begin a tour of campus trees and the Garden 
(beside the Science Center), an easy walk from 
the dining hall.
 To carpool, meet at 11:00 am at the Home 
Depot parking lot, 1339 South Pleasantburg 
Dr. (near Augusta Road), Greenville. To reserve 
the garden tour, email <virginia_meador@
hotmail.com>. Please include a cell phone 
number for last minute communications.
__________________________________
Weekend! October 14-15, 9:00am - 
2:00pm each day...
««FALL PLANT SALE!««

at the Greenhouse &
Online Shrub Sale!

180 Lakewood Drive,  Greenville
(See Page 2.)
____________________________________
Tuesday, October 17, 7:00pm, Landrum 
Depot  •  Landrum, SC
Program: The Advancing Front of 
Invasive Species; Early Detection 
Rapid Response and Exotic Plant 
Management Team Efforts to
Control Spread
Speaker: Dr. Lauren Serra
(See article this page.)
____________________________________
October Field Trip (Date pending):
Clemson Forest Roadside Botanizing
Leader:  Dr. Bill Stringer
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Fall
Plant

SALE
OCTOBER  14-15

9am-2pm
This year, the Fall Sale will help 
kick off the first ever statewide 
Native Plant Week!  As usual, we 
will have the Fall Sale at the green-
house/nursery located at Kitty 
and Miller Putnam’s house over 
the October 14-15 weekend. We 
will have another “online shrub 
sale” that was so successful this 
past Spring! (See map above to the 
Fall Sale.) Any car-pooling will be 
appreciated because parking space  
is limited. (Thank You!)
 Fall is the very best time to plant. 
Also, more plants reach their second 
year than do plants planted in the 
Spring. The Greenhouse commit-
tee has been refilling  our invento-
ries for the Fall Sale. Closer to the 
sale, we’ll post an inventory on the 
Society’s website.
 We will also be repeating the 
“Online Sale” that was very 
popular after the Spring Sale, where 
we ran out of Azaleas the first hour!  
This go-round, we will email you a 
list of shrubs in September, mostly 

Azaleas, that are avail-
able. Then, you email me 
what you want to buy and 
I will invoice you through 
PayPal. Those plants will 
come from our long-time 
supplier in South Georgia 
and will be ready for pick up on the 
days of the Fall Sale. This will also 
give online buyers an opportunity 
to shop for our nursery plants. All 
Online sales are prepaid before we 
order them so that you are assured 
of getting your plants.
 I don’t have space here to list the 
available shrubs, but the good news 

is, we’ll have more than double the 
number of plants available for this 
Online Sale!
For questions or more information, 
please contact:
Miller Putnam - (864) 325-9700
<millerputnam@gmail.com>

Home of the Fall Plant Sale:
180 Lakewood Drive, Greenville
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•  Amy Blackwell, who spoke in 
Landrum for SCNPS in April, has been 
appointed coordinator of the new South 
Carolina Plant Conservation Alliance, 
which will be identifying at-risk plants 
and coming up with strategies to 
conserve them. 

Welcome
New Members!

NEWS Notes

Cynthia Bunton, Piedmont

 Pat Cloninger, Pendleton

Nancy Ehlers, Greenville

 Sally Gurrie, Easley

Kathleen Kenny, Greenville

Each
day



SCNPS
FIELD TRIP

In Your Garden, Choose Plants That
Help the Environment
By Douglas W. Tallamy (used by permission)

I grew up thinking little of plants. I was inter-
ested in snakes and turtles, then insects and, 
eventually, birds. Now I like plants. But I still 
like the life they create even more.
 Plants are as close to biological miracles 
as a scientist could dare admit. After all, they 
allow us, and nearly every other species, to 
eat sunlight, by creating the nourishment that 
drives food webs on this planet. As if that 
weren’t enough, plants also produce oxygen, 
build topsoil and hold it in place, prevent 
floods, sequester carbon dioxide, buffer 
extreme weather and clean our water. Con-
sidering all this, you might think we gardeners 
would value plants for what they do. Instead, 
we value them for what they look like.
 When we design our home landscapes, 
too many of us choose beautiful plants from 
allover the world, without considering their 
ability to support life within our local ecosys-
tems.
 Last summer I did a simple experiment at 
home to measure just how different the plants 
we use for landscaping can be in supporting 
local animals. I compared a young white oak 
in my yard with one of the Bradford pears in 
my neighbor’s yard. Both trees are the same 
size, but Bradford pears are ornamentals from 
Asia, while white oaks are native to eastern 
North America. I walked around each tree 
and counted the caterpillars on their leaves 
at head height. I found 410 caterpillars on the 
white oak (comprising 19 different species), 
and only one caterpillar (an inchworm) on the 
Bradford pear.
 Was this a fluke? Hardly. The next day I 
repeated my survey on a different white oak 
and Bradford pear. This time I found 233 
caterpillars on the white oak (comprising 15 
species) and, again, only one on the Bradford 
pear.
 Why such huge differences? It’s simple: 
Plants don’t want to be eaten, so they have 
loaded their tissues with nasty chemicals that 
would kill most insects if eaten. Insects do 
eat plants, though, and they achieve this by 
adapting to the chemical defenses of just one 
or two plant lineages. So some have evolved 
to eat oak trees without dying, while others 
have specialized in native cherries or ashes 
and so on.

 But local insects have only just met Bradford 
pears, in an evolutionary sense, and have not had 
the time — millennia — required to adapt to their 
chemical defenses. And so Bradford pears stand 
virtually untouched in my neighbor’s yard.
 In the past, we thought this was a good thing. 
After all, Asian ornamentals were planted to look 
pretty, and we certainly didn’t want insects eating 
them. We were happy with our perfect pears, burn-
ing bushes, Japanese barberries, porcelain berries, 
golden rain trees, crape myrtles, privets, bush hon-
eysuckles and all the other foreign ornamentals.

 But there are serious ecological consequences 
to such choices, and another exercise you can do 
at home makes them clear. This spring, if you live 
in North America, put up a chickadee nest box in 
your yard. If you are lucky, a pair of chickadees will 
move in and raise a family. While they are feed-
ing their young, watch what the chickadees bring 
to the nest: mostly caterpillars. Both parents take 
turns feeding the chicks, enabling them to bring a 
caterpillar to the nest once every three minutes. 
And they do this from 6 a.m. until 8 p.m. for each 
of the 16 to 18 days it takes the chicks to fledge. 
That’s a total of 350 to 570 caterpillars every day, 
depending on how many chicks they have. So, an 
incredible 6,000 to 9,000 caterpillars are required 
to make one clutch of chickadees.
 And chickadees are tiny birds: just a third of an 
ounce. What if you wanted to support red-bellied 
woodpeckers in your yard, a bird that is about eight 
times heavier than a chickadee? How many cater-
pillars would that take?
 What we plant in our landscapes determines 
what can live in our landscapes. Controlling what 
grows in our yards is like playing God. By favoring 
productive species, we can create life, and by us-
ing nonnative plants, we can prevent it.

The Chickadee’s Guide to Gardening
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• Volunteer to lead or suggest a field trip:  
Contact Virginia Meador:  <virginia_
meador@hotmail.com>

• Write an article for the monthly 
newsletter (interview upcoming program 
speakers) Contact Steve Marlow: 
<steve@marlowcreativeservices.com>

• Volunteer to be on the 2017 plant sale
committee:  volunteers’ coordinator, 
publicity, plant ordering, site manager, 
holding area manager, site permits and 
fees, and much more.  Email <judy_
seeley@hotmail.com>

• Serve on the Upstate board of directors:  
Contact Dan Whitten to express your 
interest.  Currently there is an opening 
on the board for Programs Chair.  New 
people and ideas welcome.

Ops!
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R Opportunities abound for you to be involved in 
YOUR Native Plant Society!

• Serve on the programs committee:  
Do you know a great speaker or topic 
for a meeting?  Contact Dan Whitten:  
<sdwhit10@aol.com>

• Volunteer to bring a refreshment item 
for one of our monthly meetings held 
in Greenville or Landrum (finger foods, 
cookies, drinks, etc.) Contact Dan 
Whitten:  <sdwhit10@aol.com>

• Volunteer at the Hagood Mill, Thursday, Oct 
12th, 9am till noon. This is a drop-in, stay as 
long as you like. For more information, 
contact Sally Gurrie (864) 905-5815 or email 
<sgurrie@att.net>

å
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å
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• Volunteer as the coordinator for the Southern 
Home & Garden Show: Each Spring the 
Society exhibits at this three-day event at 
the TD Convention Center in Greenville. 
If you’re a good planner, would like to 
work with a great group of volunteers who 
man our booth, email Steve at <steve@
marlowcreativeservices.com>

• Volunteer at the Pickens County Museum 
Native Plant Garden! Volunteers work on the first 
two Tuesday mornings (and sometimes the 1st 
Saturday) of each month under the direction of 
Sally Gurrie, Master Gardener. Come out between 
7am and 11am to help weed, dig, plant, and chat. 
Volunteers often take home “extras” that the 
garden provides. Contact Sally Gurrie (864) 905-
5815 or email <sgurrie@att.net>


