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SCNPS: Working to preserve, protect & restore native plant communities in South Carolina

www.scnps.org

(in Bold)

***South Carolina NATIVE PLANT Week! — October 16 - 20***

Dr. Sarah Ross
Wormsloe Foundation, President  •  Wormsloe Institute for Environmental History

Tuesday, September 19, 7:00 pm
Reception following

J Verne Smith Technical Resource Center Auditorium on Main Campus,
Greenville Technical College, 620 South Pleasantburg Dr, Greenville

NOTE
Location!!

Thursday, September 7, 10:30am Field Trip: Native 
Plants that Feed Butterfly Larva • Roper Mountain 
Science Center • 402 Roper Mtn Rd., Greenville
Leaders: Virginia Meador
Butterfly larva are picky eaters of native plants. For 
instance, Monarch Butterfly larva require the under-
sides of the milkweed family. Come see native plants 
like pawpaw, passion flower, and pipevine installed by 
the Roper Mountain staff that are needed by larva of 
specific species of butterflies found in our area. Also, 
in part of the garden are plants that make an excellent 
nectar supply for adult butterflies.
 Bring a sun hat, insect repellent, field guide, lunch, 
and plan to enjoy the dining gazebo in the garden 
after we finish. Recommended is: Peterson First Guide to  
Caterpillars. It is a simple but effective field guide that 
shows the larva/butterfly and discusses the connec-
tion of the larval food plant or plants specific for each 
butterfly species.
 Meet in the parking lot on the right just past  
Roper Mountain’s gate at 10:30am. To reserve a spot 
email: <virginia_meador@hotmail.com>; please 
include cell number for last minute communication.
______________________________________________ 

***SCNPS Annual Meeting***
Tuesday, September 19, 7:00pm,
J. Vern Smith Auditorium on the main campus of 
Greenville Technical College  •  Greenville
Speaker: Dr. Sarah V. Ross
(See program write-up this page!)
______________________________________________ 
Tuesday, October 17, 7:00pm, Landrum Depot • 
Landrum, SC
Program: The Advancing Front of Invasive 
Species; Early Detection Rapid Response and 
Exotic Plant Management Team Efforts to Control 
Spread  •  Speaker: Dr. Lauren Serra
Non-native invasive plant species can threaten and 
alter both natural and cultural resources.  Recognizing 
invasive species’ potential for spread and finding new 
introductions is key to protecting these resources. 
We’ll talk about invasive plants that may be on 
your doorstep and how to share observations.
______________________________________________
Thursday, October 5, Field Trip:
Pressly Heritage Garden  •  Erskine College, Due 
West, SC
Leaders: Eva Pratt, Dr. Jan Haldeman
Lunch at Moffat Dining Hall at 12 noon, cost $7.00  • 
Meet Dr. Haldeman at side entrance of the dining hall at 
1:00 pm to begin a tour of campus trees and the Garden 
(beside Science Center), an easy walk from the dining hall.
 To carpool, meet at 11:00 am at the Home Depot 
parking lot, 1339 South Pleasantburg Dr. (near Augusta 
Road), Greenville. To reserve for the garden tour, email 
<virginia_meador@hotmail.com>. Please include a cell 
phone number for last minute communications.

What’s the big deal about Monarchs?
Monarch Butterflies are the only butterfly known to migrate like 
many birds do-flying south in the fall and returning north in the 
spring. Unlike many other butterflies, Monarchs don’t overwin-
ter in North America. To avoid our cold winters, they must fly to 
warmer climates. For unknown millennia, Monarchs have been 
flying to a handful of sites in the mountains of Mexico where 
the temperature and humidity are just right for them to cluster 
together and keep warm.
 If they’ve been doing this for so long, why are Monarchs sud-
denly in the news? Monarchs are in trouble. Viewed over the past 
few decades, the numbers of Monarchs have plummeted and biol-
ogists are concerned that they may be facing extinction. What’s 
happened? There are many suspects, including loss of host plants, 
destruction of habitat, climate change, and increased pesticide 
use. While any one of these factors could be problematic, taken 
together they may spell doom for Monarchs. These butterflies are 
the proverbial “canary in the mine.” Their troubles are our trou-
bles, warning of danger to the health and well-being of humans as 
well as plants and other animals.
 Does new research suggest better ways for gardeners and 
nature lovers to help the monarchs?  Attend the lecture and find 
out.  The event is free and open to the public, so invite your 
friends.  A reception follows the presentation.
Sarah Ross is president of The Wormsloe Foundation and Director of the 
Wormsloe Institute for Environmental History in addition to her faculty 
appointment at the University of Georgia where she holds the position of Executive 
Director of the UGA Center for Research and Education at Wormsloe.  UGA-
CREW, in partnership with WIEH, conducts research focused on three centuries of 
evolving land use on the Georgia coast and the resulting cultural adaptations.

The Monarch
is in trouble, and 
people all over 

America want to help.
What if we’re doing the

wrong things?

Dr. Sarah Ross will discuss
recent discoveries, life cycle and
future survival of this incredible insect.

Photo by Steve Marlow

æ



PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

Non-profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
GREENVILLE, SC
PERMIT NO. 618

South Carolina
Native Plant Society
PO Box 491
Norris, SC 29667
Upstate Chapter

Electronic Service Requested.

“In every walk with nature one receives far more than he seeks.” — John Muir

The Fall Greenhouse Plant 
Sale has been moved to Oct. 14 
and 15 to lead into the newly 
proclaimed South Carolina Native 
Plant Week, October 16-20.
 In preparation for the sale, 
we will have greenhouse work 
mornings on Wednesday, Sept. 13 
and Tuesday, Sept. 26 from 8am to 
Noon.  Join us anytime during those 

growings on 
GREENHOUSEatthe

hours for an 
enjoyable 
morning 
of potting, 

tending plants, and learning 
something new.
 To volunteer or be put on the 
greenhouse notification list, contact 
<judy_seeley@hotmail.com>

Work Mornings!
September
13 & 26

Plans for the
Annual Fall Plant Sale 

***October 14-15***
This year, the Fall Sale will help kick off 
the first ever statewide Native Plant Week!  
As usual, we will have the Fall Sale at the 
greenhouse/nursery located at Kitty and 
Miller Putnam’s house over the October 
14-15 weekend, followed by SC Native 
Plant Week —October 16 - 20.
 Fall is the very best time to plant. 
Also, more plants reach their second year 
than do plants planted in the Spring. The 
Greenhouse committee has been refilling  
our inventories for the Fall Sale. Closer to 
the sale, we’ll post an inventory on the 
Society’s website.
 We will also be repeating the “Online 
Sale” that was very popular after the Spring 

Sale, where we ran out of Azaleas the first 
hour!  This go-round, we will email you a 
list of shrubs in September, mostly Azaleas, 
that are available. Then, you email me 
what you want to buy and I will invoice 
you through PayPal. Those plants will 
come from our long-time supplier in South 
Georgia and will be ready for pick up on 
the days of the Fall Sale. This will also give 
online buyers an opportunity to shop for 
our nursery plants. All Online sales are pre-
paid before we order them so that you are 
assured of getting your plants.
 I don’t have space here to list the avail-
able shrubs, but the good news is, we’ll have 
more than double the number of plants avail-
able for this Online Sale!

Miller Putnam - (864) 325-9700
<millerputnam@gmail.com>

(VOLUNTEER Ops - continued from above...) 

• We have several boxes of laminated 
photo plant information signs which 
we use for plant sales.  We would love 
to have a computer savvy member take 
those signs and enter them in an Excel 
worksheet so we can quickly check what 
signs we have when preparing for a 
plant sale.   You can do this on your own 
schedule.  Signs are used in October and 
April.  Contact <judy_seeley@hotmail.
com> for details.  The worksheet will be 
updated as new signs are made.
• Volunteer to lead or suggest a field trip:  
Contact Virginia Meador:  <virginia_
meador@hotmail.com>
• Write an article for the monthly 
newsletter (interview upcoming pro-
gram speakers) Contact Steve Marlow: 
<steve@marlowcreativeservices.com>
• Volunteer to be on the 2017 plant sale 

(Continued in column below...)

committee:  volunteers’ coordinator, pub-
licity, plant ordering, site manager, hold-
ing area manager, site permits and fees, 
and much more.  Email <judy_seeley@
hotmail.com>
• Serve on the Upstate board of directors:  
Contact Dan Whitten to express your 
interest.  Currently there is an opening 
on the board for Programs Chair.  New 
people and ideas welcome.
• Volunteer to bring a refreshment item 
for one of our monthly meetings held 
in Greenville or Landrum (finger foods, 
cookies, drinks, etc.) Contact Dan 
Whitten:  <sdwhit10@aol.com>
• Serve on the programs committee:  Do 
you know a great speaker or topic for 
a meeting?  Contact Dan Whitten:  
<sdwhit10@aol.com>

Ops!
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Opportunities to be involved in 
YOUR Native Plant Society
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