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Tuesday, February 21, 7:00 pm
Founders Hall in Dining Commons, 

Southern Wesleyan University, Central

21st

Do you enjoy nature hikes?  Looking for more places to explore?  Then 
you will surely be inspired by Thomas King’s presentation, “Waterfalls 
of South Carolina: Hikes, Waterfalls and Wildflowers along the Way,” on 
Tuesday, February 21st at 7 p.m. at the Southern Wesleyan University 
Campus in Central.
 King will share with us some of his favorite hikes in Upstate South 
Carolina and the beauty they have to offer, from majestic waterfalls to 
dainty endangered wildflowers.  
 King hopes to encourage others to get outside and get active by intro-
ducing them to new places to discover.  Mr. King has also shared his vast 
knowledge of local waterfall hikes in the book, Waterfall Hikes of Upstate 
South Carolina, which describes how to trek to 125 waterfalls in Oconee, 
Pickens, and Greenville counties.  
 During Thomas King’s upcoming 
presentation, native plant enthusiasts will 
enjoy the photos of the rare and endangered 
plants that he has seen along the trails to his 
favorite waterfalls.  Some plants are specific 
to the “spray communities” that thrive on 
the sides of these waterfalls, just outside of 
the reach of the sometimes violent torrents
of water.
 A life-long avid hiker and nature photog-
rapher, Thomas King was born in Anderson, 
South Carolina and attended Anderson 
University.  Although it might seem like a 
paradox, he has had a long career in real estate 
appraising, yet is also passionate about conser-
vation and protecting natural areas.  
 Besides sharing his knowledge of local hikes, King also actively works 
to make sure everyone can enjoy our natural areas by volunteering his 
time to maintain trails for the US Forest Service, SC State Park System, 
and the Department of Natural Resources.  
 King is currently working on the third edition of his book, as he 
prepares photographs, directions, and descriptions for an additional 35 
waterfalls in the Upstate. 
 Join us February 21st for a glimpse of some of these beautiful hikes 
and the wildflowers that accompany them.   

Hikes, Waterfalls and Wildflowers Along the Way

Waterfalls SCof

Saturday, Jan 21, 10:30 am
DNR Workday at Stevens Creek HP
in McCormick County
Coordinator: Mary Bunch, Preserve 
Manager, DNR
Please consider joining us at Stevens Creek 
Heritage Preserve for a few hours of privet, 
honeysuckle and trifoliate orange control.  
We’ll also do some trail maintenance, if 
needed.  We always find something in 
bloom to admire, and we always have a 
great time!  Wear appropriate work clothes 
and bring a lunch.  I’ll bring some drinks 
and extra gloves.
 Let’s meet at the Preserve parking area 
at 1355 Garrett Rd., Clarks Hill, at 10:30 
am.  Plan on two hours of work (we won’t 
stop you from working longer).  If it is raining 
hard or snowing or sleeting on the 21st, 
please consider coming on our alternate 
rain date, Saturday, January 28th (same 
time & place).
 Let’s keep this Natural National 
Landmark in great shape; we’ll see you 
there!”  — Mary Bunch, email <bunchm@
dnr.sc.gov>
 NOTE: Garrett Road is currently open to 
local traffic only. SCDOT is replacing the 
bridge over Stevens Creek. If you are coming in 
from the Clarks Hill direction, Hwys 28/221, 
you need not worry — the road to the Preserve 
is open. If you are coming in from the east, 
such as from Edgefield, you’ll want to take an 
alternate route. 
__________________________________
Saturday, Jan 28, 9:30 am, Plant Rescue 
at Twin Chimneys  •  South of Ware 
Place, SC
Coordinator: Bill Sharpton
A carpool will leave at 9:00 am from 
the Home Depot parking lot on South 
Pleasantburg Dr in Greenville. For those 
coming from other areas and wanting to 
carpool, meet at the Clock Restaurant on 
SC Hwy 25 south just past the 185 toll 
road, ready to depart at 9:10.
 We’ll meet at the Greenville County 
Twin Chimneys Landfill rescue site at 9:30 
and remove plants until about 11:30 (yes, 
volunteers do get to take a few plants home), 
then have lunch at a nearby restaurant. 
Rescued plants will be held for use in 
upcoming SCNPS projects.
 Please sign up with Bill Sharpton, 
<gsharpton@aol.com>  •  This will allow 



Published monthly by the Upstate 
Chapter of the SC Native Plant Society

www.scnps.org

Dan Whitten, President
sdwhit10@aol.com

Newsletter submissions 
welcomed.

Please email articles, photos (with 
description and/or caption) and general 

announcements to
steve@marlowcreativeservices.com

Deadline for the March issue is
Friday, 10 February 2017

2

Now is the Time to Join 
the NPS Spring Plant 

Sale Team!

«««««

Barbara Holman, Greenwood

 Carol Green, Pelzer

Joe Barnett, Taylors

 Stephen Barr, Sunset

Stephen Thompson, Greenville

 Terri Mendonca, Seneca

Thomas Harvey, Greenville

 Virginia Davidson, Duncan

Virginia Lerch, Piedmont

Welcome
New Members!

C
The spring plant sale is set for Saturday April 22, 2017 at Conestee Park with a 
set-up day on Friday, April 21.  Right now, we need a team of Sale Organizers to 
plan the event. This sale will be smaller with a focus on our Guest Vendors, but 
we still need leaders from NPS to make it happen.  Look at the openings below to 
see where you can help make this plant sale a reality. Contact Judy Seeley at
864 855-6396 or at judy_seeley@hotmail.com

PLANT
SALE

APRIL 22nd

• Plant Sale Chair or Co-Chairs:  Organize and oversee the  
sale. Position OPEN
• Plant propagation: Grow and prepare plants for the sale.  We 
have some plants left at the Putnam greenhouse but need many 
members to divide and propagate native plants from their own prop-

erty to donate for the sale.  Positions OPEN.  Start propa-
gating now!  Plants need 2-3 months in pots to be ready.
•  Guest vendor coordinator: Betsy George Position 
Filled!
•  Publicity:  Already on the team:  Judy Seeley and 
Janice Weakland.  We need several more people with 
new and creative ideas to promote the sale. 
•  Bookkeeper/plant database manager: Keep track of 
expenditures, coordinate reimbursements and payments, 
and keep a database of plants for the sale.  Position 
OPEN.  (2016 data files available)
• Plant buyer/transporter:  Order a limited selection 
of shrubs in January.   Drive your own truck/trailer (for 
reimbursement) to pick up purchased plants at nurser-
ies within 100 miles of Greenville. Usually done the 
week before the sale.  Position (one or two
people) OPEN
•  Plant ID/price tags/stakes.  NPS has a program 
and printer.  Position OPEN   

• Volunteers coordinator:  Solicit, schedule, and organize volun-
teers for the sale. Position OPEN
• Hospitality coordinator:   Supply simple snacks, water and coffee 
for volunteers on Friday and Saturday.  All purchases reimbursed. 
Position OPEN                                                                                              
• Plant transportation coordinator: Work with volunteer coordi-
nator to find trucks/drivers. Supervise loading of plants in Mauldin, 
transport, and unloading of plants at sale site on Friday and return of 
plants to Mauldin after the sale on Saturday.  Position OPEN 
• Site set-up manager(s) 1-2 people:  Plan site layout.  Prepare 
materials for marking and numbering Guest vendor sites and NPS 
plant squares. Pick up fencing, tables, tents, etc. at storage unit. 
Supervise and instruct volunteers doing site layout on Friday and 
supervise site set-up of tents, tables, signs etc. on Saturday.  Return 
equipment to storage after the sale.  Have one person for Friday, 
need Saturday manager
• Holding Area Manager:  Plan and run the holding area for the 
sale.  Position Filled by Kathy Russ!

Contact Judy Seeley at 864 855-6396 or at <judy_seeley@hotmail.com>



The “Inward Eyes” essay is used by permission from George and 
Elizabeth Ellison’s Literacy Excursions in the Southern Highlands: Essays 
on Natural History, published October 31, 2016, by The History Press in 
Charleston, SC.
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You must have the bird
in your heart before you can

find it in the bush. 
–John Burroughs, “Sharp Eyes” (1907) 

By George Ellison
(www.georgeellison.com)

Artwork by Elizabeth Ellison
(www.elizabethellisongallery.com

Inward
Eyes

I can remember that 1975 was a wildflower sort of I Iyear, 1980 was a tree sort of year, 1984 was a bird 
sort of year, 1989 was a mushroom sort of year and 
1999 was a fern sort of year. 

 The summer of 2015 was a butterfly sort of sum-
mer. The shrubs and wildflowers in our yard and along 
the creek that borders the far side of the yard were 
alive with all the pretty butterflies throughout the 
long hot summer and into fall: Appalachian azure, sil-
very checkerspot, gray comma, pearl crescent, dreamy 
duskywing, frosted elfin, mourning cloak, silver-
spotted skipper, tiger swallowtail, West Virginia white, 
hoary edge skipper and more. 

 Why? Well, it seemed that way because those were 
the years when I concentrated on learning wildflow-
ers, birds, mushrooms, ferns and butterflies. I was on 
the lookout for each, and I really paid attention when 
I located them. It sometimes seemed as if I could will 
them into existence if I concentrated just right. When 
at my best, I maintain an uncluttered mind. If you and 
I were out walking tomorrow, and you said, “George, 
there’s a cloudless sulphur butterfly over there,” I 
would be all eyes. Everywhere I look these days I see 
butterflies because I’ve just started paying attention to 
them, and I’ve already (sort of like an athlete prepar-
ing for an event) visualized what they look like and 
where I’m likely to encounter them. 

 The nineteenth-century American naturalist John 
Burroughs (1837– 1921) touched on this matter in 
“Sharp Eyes,” an essay published by Houghton Mifflin 
in 1907 as part of a collection titled Birds and Bees: 
Sharp Eyes and Other Papers:

 One eye seconds and reinforces the other, I have 
often amused myself by wondering what the effect 
would be if one could go on opening eye after eye to 
the number, say, of a dozen or more…At any rate 
some persons seem to have opened more eyes than 
others, they see with such force and distinctness; their 
vision penetrates the tangle and obscurity where that 
of others fails like a spent or impotent bullet. How 

 If you and I were out walking tomorrow, and you 
said, “George, there’s a female rose-breasted grosbeak or 
a bottle gentian or milky mushroom or rattlesnake grape 
fern,” I would look but I might have some difficulty see-
ing them the way I once did when they were new to my 
experience. 

 We are, after all, as they say, downsizing—old field 
guides, backcountry maps, fishing gear, running shoes, 
pressed plants, you name it, are being pared down. We 
can’t throw them out the window without raising a 
ruckus, so we haul them off to the nearest thrift shop 
sponsored by an animal shelter, the homeland of dis-
carded enthusiasms. 

 If we’re not careful, we’ll downsize ourselves right 
out of our hardearned sense of wonder. How do we go 
about making sure we continue seeing the world about 
us with fresh eyes even though we don’t care to adopt 
new enthusiasms? One way to do so might be to return 
to and reenergize the old ones. Revisit the secluded nook 
where you first located yellow lady’s slipper or walking 
fern or glade spurge. Go back up into the Alarka Laurel, 
which you first visited forty-some years ago when the 
kids were still kids. See if there are red crossbills at 
Clingmans Dome this winter. Keep searching for the 
elusive black-billed cuckoos and olive-sided flycatchers. 
Or stop searching for them and they will be in the plum 
tree outside the kitchen window tomorrow morning. 

 • Reread The Cloud of Unknowing.  
 • Reread Bartram’s Travels. 
 • Reread White’s Natural History of Selborne. 
 • Reread everything by Hazlitt. 
 • Reread Hudson’s Far Away and Long Ago.
 • Reread Farrer’s On the Eaves of the World.
 • Reread Peattie’s The Road of a Naturalist. 
 • Reread Teale’s North with Spring. 
 • Reread Gilfillan’s Burnt House to Paw Paw.  

I need not go on. You know what I’m talking about.

many eyes did Gilbert White open?… 
how many did Henry Thoreau?…how 
many did Audubon?…how many does 
the hunter, matching his sight against the 
keen and alert sense of a deer or a moose, 
or a fox or a wolf ? Not outward eyes, but 
inward. We open another eye whenever 
we see beyond the first general features or 
outlines of things—whenever we grasp the 
special details and characteristic markings 
that this mask covers…You must have the 
bird in your heart before you can find it in 
the bush. The eye must have purpose and 
aim. No one ever yet found the walking 
fern who did not have the walking fern 
in his mind. A person whose eye is full of 
Indian relics picks them up in every field 
he walks through. 
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us to better plan the day’s agenda, and it is 
the only way we can know whom to con-
tact if there is a change of plans, rain delay, 
etc. Be sure to provide a phone number!
 Bring gloves, shovel or sharpshooter; 
wear long pants. If you have available, 
please bring pots 3-gallon and larger.
 Directions to the Twin Chimneys Landfill 
plant rescue site: From Greenville, take US 
Hwy 25 South to Ware Place (where 418 & 
8 intersect 25). Go south approx. 7.5 miles; 
turn left onto West Ridgeway; bear right 
onto Traynham Road, then look for signs.  
__________________________________
Tues., February 21, 7:00pm, SWU, 
Central, SC  •  Program: “Waterfalls of 
SC: Hikes, Waterfalls and Wildflowers 
along the way.”
Speaker: Thomas King
(See write-up Page 1.)
_____________________________________
Fri-Sun, Mar 3-4-5, 2017, Southern 
Home & Garden Show, Greenville
Attn: All returning and NEW Booth volun-
teers! — Sign up early at a meeting!
 You do not have to be a botanical expert. 
Simply greet people, hand out flyers and 
invite attendees to our field trips and 
monthly programs.
 Then, either before or after your shift, 
tour the Show for help and/or information 
on that Spring home improvement project 
you’ve been wanting to do!

________________________________________
Monday, March 20, Oconee Bell Boat 
Trip 11am - 2pm, Lake Jocassee
Meet at Devils Fork SP Visitors Center 
(breezeway) near boat ramp parking at 
10:50 am  •  Cost $35
Leader: Kay Wade
This is approximately a 3 hour pontoon 
boat tour to see a special community of 
Oconee Bells, hopefully in bloom! Some 
walking involved, but not strenuous.
 Bring lunch, water, and a walking stick. 
Boots with ankle protection are also a good 
idea. Boat rides feel cooler than the ambi-
ent temperature, so consider that when 
getting ready for the day.
 To reserve a spot, email Virginia Meador 
by March 16th <virginia_meador@hot-
mail.com> (Rain date: Monday, March 27th)
__________________________________
Tues., March 21, 7:00pm, University 
Center, Greenville Technical College, 
Greenville, SC
Program: “Stevens Creek HP and Parks 
Mill on Stevens Creek”
Speakers: Bill Sharpton/Dan Whitten
(See the special video,“Rocky Shoals Spider 
Lilies Preservation Project,” on our website 
www.scnps.org)
_______________________________________
April (Week of 2-8), Field Trip: Chestnut 
Ridge Heritage Preserve
Leader: Dan Whitten
(More information and final date next month.)

______________________________________
Tuesday, April 11, Field Trip: Black 
Balsam, Blue Ridge Parkway
Leader: Rick Huffman
(Details pending.)
_________________________________
Tues., April 18, 7:00pm, Landrum Depot, 
Landrum, SC •  Program: “Catesby, 
London, and 300 Years of Carolina 
Botany”
Speaker: Amy Blackwell
_________________________________
Tues., May 16, 7:00pm, SWU, Central 
Program: “Wildflowers of Georgia” 
Speaker: Linda Chafin, State Botanical 
Garden of Athens, GA

FieldTrip!
SPRING

FieldTrip!
SPRING

BoatTrip!
SPRING

in Native Plant Studies...
Certificate

In photo Patrick 
McMillan teaches 

Natural Plant 
Communities on the 

Natural Heritage Trail.
To register or for 

more information 
on the Native Plant 

Certificate Program, go 
to: <clemson.edu/scbg/

certificate/> or
contact Sue Watts at

<watts9@clemson.edu>

PLANT
SALE

APRIL 22nd

Basic Botany, prerequisite for all other 
courses in the program, is Feb 4. Class 
size is limited.  Reserve now!


