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Upcoming Society Events

For a map and more information, visit http://www.scnps.org

______________________________________
Thursday, Apr 28 Field Trip to Corneille 
Bryan Native Garden at Lake Junaluska
Leader: Janet Manning, Director of 
Horticulture for CBNG.
This “garden” is unlike most gardens, in that 
its purpose is not artificially contrived beauty 
but a native habitat for as many native 
North Carolina species of trees, shrubs, and 
herbaceous plants as can be made happy in 
its limited space. A few steps onto one of the 
trails, and you will have forgotten that you 
are only yards away from houses. Your only 
clue is that the plants have nametags!
 An all-day trip (9:45 - 5pm) limited to 12 
persons; email Janie Marlow <publicity@scnps.
org> to reserve a spot. Include cell number and if 
you would be willing to drive.
_____________________________________
Saturday, Apr 30, 9am - 1pm
Water ‘n’ Wildlife Workday • Keowee 
Toxaway SP (Potluck picnic & guest speakers!)
Projects abound for volunteers: Carolina 
Fence, planting native plants, removing exot-
ics, trail maintenance, and more!  Contact 
Cathy Reas Foster at <creas@clemson.edu>
________________________________________
Monday, May 2, Lake Jocassee Boat 
Tour • Meet at Devils Fork SP Visitors 
Center (breezeway) near boat ramp park-
ing at 10:00 am  •  Call (864) 280-5501 to 
reserve a spot, Cost $35
Leader: Kay Wade
This is a 3-4 hour pontoon boat tour to 
see rhododendrons, mountain laurel, 
and later Spring flowers. Some walking 
among flowers as well.
________________________________________
Saturday, May 14, Field Trip to Ashmore 
HP, Greenville County • Meet at 
Trailhead Parking on Persimmon Ridge 
Road at 10:30am. Watch for small parking 
area on right after road turns to gravel. If park-
ing area is full, park along the road.
Leader: Virginia Meador
Join Virginia to hike the 1.5 mile Wattacoo 
Lake loop trail. We’ll be looking for car-
nivorous plants: mountain sweet pitcher 
(Sarracenia jonesii), a sundew (Drosera rotun-
difolia); sweet birch (Betula lenta); ferns and 
terrestrial orchids like pink lady slipper and 
tuberous grasspink (Calopogon tuberosus).
 To sign-up, email <virginia_meador@
hotmail.com>. Include cell number and if 
you wish to carpool. Questions? Call (864) 
468-4160

Have you saved the date for the Native Plant Symposium?? October 7-9, 2016
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Robin McGee
Herbalist  •  Wild Earth Botanicals  •  Director of Earthwise Learning Center

Tuesday, May 17, 7:00 pm
Founders Hall in Dining Commons, 

Southern Wesleyan University, Central

NPS - Robin, many folks would relish a place like this in the country, to the point of 
never wanting to leave! What is it like for you and Mac living here at Double M Farm?

RMcG - I have a very blessed life. Mac and I are so connected to this place. Mac’s 
family has been living and working here for generations, and today we’re pro-
ducers of grassfed beef.  We’re in the middle of a 500 acre farm with a variety of 
microhabitats. There are creeks, streams, ponds, a swampy area, an open meadow 
and hardwoods. There’s medicine everywhere!

It’s late afternoon on Tuesday, March 22nd, 
as I drive down I-85 towards Anderson to 
meet with Robin McGee at her family’s 
Double M Farm. My trusty GPS companion, 
Ms. Garmin, who gets me places 97% of 
the time, guides me up the ramp at Exit 14 
and points south on Hwy 187. After a left 
at the intersection of Hwy 187 and 24, we 
cross a fat finger of Lake Hartwell on a very 
long bridge, then through a hustle and bustle 
of businesses serving the lake community. 
Hwy 187 bears right and soon the landscape 
from this two-lane road transitions to rural 
America: farmland, cows, fenced pastures 
— all under a big, blue, South Carolina sky. 
Before I know it, I’m turning into Robin’s 
driveway at a quiet, country white house 
with shutters, surrounded by a close stand of 
towering hardwoods.
 Robin and Mac McGee live on a large 
parcel of land that was obtained through 
a land grant from the King of England and has been in Mac’s family for six 
generations. Double M Farm has always been a “working farm,” says Robin, as 
we sit down outside in a gentle breeze to chat at a small, iron table.

Photo: Robin strains plantain
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NPS - How do native plants stack up 
with non-natives in the world of herbal 
medicine?

RMcG - All the medicine plants aren’t 
native, but all plants are medicinal. I 
tend to use whatever “shows up,” but 
a good many are native. When I first 
started putting myself out there as 
knowing about plant medicine, I had 
someone ask me if I would come and 
help them do a native plant medicinal 
garden. I told them, “The plants are 
all medicinal. I don’t pay attention to 
if they’re native or not. The plants are 
here;  I’m here. Just like plants, we’ve all 
originated from other parts of the world. 
Plants don’t see boundaries and borders.
 For example, I grew up with 
Japanese honeysuckle. I still like it. I’d 
rather make medicine out of it than 
poison my property. We don’t use 
poisons here. Instead of spraying the 
invasives, I pull them up and make 
medicines. I look at the plants and 
determine their medicinal properties 
and if they’re edible. I still don’t want 
3,000 acres of honeysuckle around me.

NPS - What is this small area you have 
fenced in here near the house?

RMcG - This is what I call my 
“mountain garden.” I’ve got a lot of 
mountain medicine coming up right 
now like yellow root, Solomon’s seal, 
mountain mint, and black cohosh. I 
can grow just about anything that’s not 
already here. Naturally, I have to harvest 
things in the mountains that I don’t 
have. Besides the mountain garden, I 
grow vegetables in beds and have other 
specific plant gardens.

NPS - A stone’s throw from the rear of the house is a free-standing, one-story rustic shed 
building with three large “garage” doors. Robin says it’s the Earthwise Learning Center.

RMcG - That building represents a labor of love and a work in progress. Originally, 
the building was used as a “car house” for Mac’s grandfather who farmed and rebuilt 
antique cars and tractors in his spare time. Up until May of last year, I held all my 
herbal medicine classes in my living room. We started in March, tackled the building 
clearing everything out that had accumulated for generations. One whole wall that 
had rotted had to be replaced and a few windows were added. The smaller room on 
the end was equipped as a kitchen where students create tinctures, syrup, salves, and 
creams. Earthwise Learning Center now has a home.

NPS - What classes are taught at Earthwise?

RMcG - I’m really interested in teaching people how to make their own medicines. 
It’s more empowering if you know how to do a thing than to go pay for a service 
or product. I make herbal medicines for myself, my family and my friends. People 
buy my Wild Earth Botanicals products when they hear me speak or someone tells 
someone else about them. I don’t advertise.
 The teaching is growing and I’m thoroughly enjoying it now that we have the 
Learning Center. I teach herbal medicine, plant I.D. classes, and self-sufficiency 
classes like canning, soap-making, and gardening. Basics of Herbal Medicine-Making 
is just what it says, a “basic” 2-day course that is proving popular. Common Weeds 
for Common Needs is a half-day plant walk that I’ll be leading in May. We have a 
complete list of classes on our website at earthwiselearningcenter.com
 Having guest herbalists come here to South Carolina and do workshops was 
something that I could only dream about years ago. Now, people like Alabama 
herbalist Phyllis Light, one of my teachers, is coming in mid-May to do a weekend 
on Southern Folk Medicine. I want my students to 
have the opportunity to learn from some of the 
same herbal elders I have learned from.

NPS - Where else in South Carolina are there places like 
yours for learning about herbal medicine?

RMcG - When I first started there were none. There 
was nowhere in the state I could go to learn about 
herbal medicine except Clayton, Georgia, had 
a place. Today there are herb classes in Florence 
and  Charleston through the SC Herbal Society. 
Asheville has at least three schools and out west 
there’s a boatload of them and everywhere else in 
the country. — Steve Marlow

In her element and holding up the large leaf, Robin McGee teaches a 
medicine class outside at her Earthwise Learning Center.



Plant Sale a     Big Success!
Record Attendance and Sales!

A Big bold thank you to all the 
volunteers who helped at Miller’s 
greenhouse and at the plant sale.  
The sale was a great success and we 
could not have done it without all 
you fantastic volunteers. 
Please give a pat on the back and a high five 
to: Plant co-chairs Rita Lance and Judy Seeley, 
Miller and Kitty Putnam at the greenhouse, 
Volunteer coordinator Diane Coiner, Guest 
vendor coordinator Betsy George, Holding 
manager Jo Anne Conner, Dan Whitten doing 
plant labels, Janice Weakland on publicity, 
and Site managers, Bob and Katie Healy.
 A SHOUT OUT also to the many others 
who helped in so many ways: Jonathan 
Brooks, Karen Burnette, Jim Corey, Susan 
Creed, Bob Cutler, Kim Deacon, Mary 
Margaret Dragoun, Denise DuPon, Mac 
Ellenburg, Robin Eng, Kate Farrah, Denise 
and David Frick, Carla Garfield, Roddy 
Gettys, Jan Haldeman, Sandra Haman, Julie 
Hill, Candy Hohlweg, Cheryl and Steve 
Holding, Catherine House, Jessica Howard,  
Rick Huffman, Jan Jackson, Mike Jaskwich, 
Diane Johnson, Jason Joines, Richard and 
Jenny Kingman, Liliana Koster and Range 
Asrica, Susan and Dan Kyzer, Elyse Langholtz, 
Susan Lochridge, Lisa Lord, Lynne Lucas, 
Steve Marlow, Sharon McMahan, Melissa 
McIntyre, Gail McCarty, Don and Virginia 
Meador, Marge Moon, Seth Mycko, Jessica 
O’Connell, Hedi Patrick, Diane Peterson, 
Jane Pilzer, Bill Sharpton, Joyce Snyder, Dale 
Stone, Bill and Sharon Stringer, Francesca 
Stubbins, Ted and Bette Thern, Deb Traynor, 
Mary Walter, Candace Williams, Sherrie 
Whitten, Jimmy Vissage, and Sherry Yarnell.

Our apologies if we left anyone out. We will catch 
up in the June issue of Upstate Happenings with 
all the details of the sale’s success.

BIG

WHITESIDE     MOUNTAIN
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______________________________________
Tuesday, May 17, 7:00pm, SWU, Central
Speaker: Robin McGee
(See article Pages 1-2.)
______________________________________
Thursday, June 2, Field Trip to Nine 
Times Preserve HP, Greenville County
Leader: Rick Huffman
______________________________________
Thursday, June 21, 7:00pm, Greenville
“Wildflower Walks in the Smokies”
Speaker: Dan Whitten
______________________________________
Wednesday, June 22, Field Trip to 
Glassy Mountain, Pickens County
Leaders: Dan Whitten, Bill Stringer
______________________________________
Saturday, July 9, Field Trip to Dupont 
Forest - Corn Mill Shoals Trail
Leaders: Dan Whitten
______________________________________
Tuesday, July 19, 7:00pm, Spartanburg
“New View of the Flora of the Upstate”
Speaker: Gil Newberry, USC arboretum
______________________________________
Wednesday, August 10, Field Trip to 
Rich Mountain, Oconee County
Leaders: Bill Stringer
______________________________________ 
No Program in August!
Enjoy the remaining days of summer!
______________________________________
Saturday, September 10, Field Trip to 
King’s Mountain - Will feature the Bear 
Oak (Quercus illicifolia)
Leaders: Dan Whitten, Bill Stringer
______________________________________
Tuesday, September 20, Greenville
“Wildflowers and Waterfalls”
Speaker: Tim Spira
______________________________________
Saturday, September 24, Field Trip to 
Jones Gap/Eva Russell
Leader: Dan Whitten

«««««

SCNPS
WORKDAY SPRING seeding and watering 

at the “Skip Still Meadow” SC 
DNR Clemson Office.
 A mix of seeds with grasses 
(Andropogen, Sorghastrum) 
and forbs (Baptisia, Asclepias, 
Liatras, asters) were sown after 
aerating the soil.

Speaking 
of Seed 
Collecting...

I
n 1963, a team of Israeli archae-
ologists excavated Herod the 
Great’s palace at Masada. They 
unearthed the usual suspects 
— skeletal remains, ancient 

artifacts, wall frescoes, and the like. 
But the most important find may 
have been a jar of preserved seeds. 
The seeds belonged to an extinct 
species of trees called the Judean 
date palm, which was wiped out 
around A.D. 500. In 2005, three 
were planted in the Arabah region 
of southern Israel, and eight weeks 
later one sprouted — the oldest 

known seed to be successfully germi-
nated. Named Methuselah, after the 
oldest person in the Bible, that one 
seed grew into a four-foot tree with 
a dozen leaves by 2008 and flowered 
for the first time in 2012. Today, 
Methuselah is a 10-foot tall, pollen-
producing palm.

— In Touch Magazine, March/April 2016


