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Upcoming Events

Interested in a Field Trip / Photography Workshop? See November 6 in the “Events.”

_________________________________
Saturday, Sep 20, 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
National Hunting & Fishing Day
Volunteers needed to help man the SCNPS booth 
at the World of Energy. Contact Cathy Reas 
Foster at creas@clemson.edu or (864) 878-1394.
_________________________________
Wednesday, Sep 24, 9:00 till Noon
Workday: Highway 76 Roadside Prairie, 
Westminster
In the foothills of Oconee County, along US Hwy 
76, lies a gem of native diversity. It is a long, nar-
row sliver of native plants, many of them found 
in native prairies. The native plant list for this 
site is huge!  It consists of roadside, old roadbed 
and Blue Ridge Electric (BREC) right-of-way, and 
is bordered by US Forest Service (USFS) land. It 
gets mowed, sprayed with herbicide, or control-
burned by the USFS.
 SCNPS got permission from SCDOT and 
BREC to manage the woody plant development, 
in exchange for their agreement to stop broad-
cast spraying of herbicides. It is time for another 
workday to continue holding up our end of the 
deal. We will be applying small amounts of an 
herbicide to the bases of woody stems with hand 
spray bottles. We will provide the herbicide and 
applicators. Several of our members have experi-
ence with this technique, and speak highly of its 
effectiveness. We will also be gathering litter.
 Participants should wear long pants, sturdy 
shoes, and bring rubber gloves. There is limited 
parking at the site, so we will meet at 8:30 at the 
Ingles parking lot in Westminster  to carpool 
to the site. To help on the workday, e-mail 
Bill Sharpton (gsharpton@aol.com). We look 
forward to a productive day. Come join us.
_________________________________
Saturday, Oct 18, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
FALL NATIVE PLANT SALE!!
University Center parking lot, 225 S. 
Pleasantburg, Dr., Greenville

**Join the Plant Sale Team! See page 2**
_________________________________
Saturday, Oct 18, 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm
SC Botanical Garden “Sip and Stroll”
Clemson
After  FALL PLANT SALE, you are invited to 
sip, stroll, and experience the wonder of the 
Natural Heritage Garden Trail.
 Experience all of South Carolina’s native 
plant communities and ecosystems on a 
garden tour led by SCBG Director Patrick 
McMillan. Expert garden staff will interpret 
flood improvements, flora, fauna, and the 
natural communities, while you enjoy a cool 
beverage or finger food at each stop. In an 

SCNPS: Working to preserve, protect & restore native plant communities in South Carolina

Marian St. Clair
Garden Writer/Columnist  •  Master Gardener  •  Master Naturalist

Tuesday, October 21, 7:00 pm
University Center: Greenville Tec, 225 South Pleasantburg Dr, Greenville
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In the summer of 2010, Marian St. Clair and her hus-
band, Tim, purchased a house on the edge of down-
town Greenville, with the Reedy River flowing past 

their backyard. Marian was already a well-known garden
columnist for The Greenville News, and over that first year, she chroni-
cled her many botanical discoveries in and around the property that had 
become theirs.

“That first spring, when I identified Carolina silverbell, bloodroot, trilli-
ums, and Mayapple, was exciting,” she said.

Eventually Marian, who is a Master Gardener and Master Naturalist, 
formulated a plan to create a woodland garden in her shady backyard, 
which slopes steeply down to the river. That plan became an adventure 
in rooting out invasive exotic plants, coaxing shy natives, and dealing 
with seasonal floods when the river periodically reclaimed what she was 
trying to do.

Now, with the wisdom of four years behind her, Marian will share some 
of what she has learned at our October meeting. Establishing (or re-estab-
lishing) a native woodland shade garden, she says, “was more work than 
I thought. Plus, it’s more about the spring display rather than summer 
and fall blooms … so that has required a mental adjustment.”

In her blog, Hortitopia, Marian has written about the steps of her botani-
cal renovation. First was the removal, as much as possible, of invasive 
plants. “The woodland was overrun with English ivy in particular,” she 
says. People who deliberately plant this species, Marian declares, “should 
be shot, because it decimates native plant populations.”

Next, she located and flagged seasonal natives as they emerged. 
Some herbaceous natives, especially ferns, made a spontaneous 
comeback on their own, she notes, while others had to be delib-

erately introduced. “I’m simply trying to restore and enhance the natural 
habitat by giving existing natives the opportunity to thrive, and by add-
ing new natives,” she says. “In other words, putting the right plant in the 
right spot.”

Marian St. Clair

Nature’s  Garden
Restoring
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As a design element, the river 
can be temperamental and 
unpredictable. The past two 

summers, when the Reedy flooded 
during heavy rains, its raging 
waters reclaimed parts of neighbors’ 
earthen banks. The uncontrollable 
water flow also washed away deli-
cate natives Marian had planted, 
and introduced invasives such as 
Japanese knotweed. Even so, she has 
learned to love the river, and relishes 
the wildlife it draws to her backyard: 
red-tailed hawks; a great horned owl; 
blue herons; and river otters.

Overall, Marian says her adventure 
in garden renovation has taught her 
one very important  — and hopeful 
— lesson: “Native plants will bounce 
back when invasives are removed.”

-— Jeanne Malmgren

 On Oct. 16, 17, and 18 we have about 44 
volunteer slots that need to be filled. You don’t 
have to be a native plant expert to help. We 
need folks to do final tagging and preparation 
of the plants on Thursday, Oct. 16, at Miller 
and Kitty Putnam’s place. On Friday morning 
we need people, especially those with trucks, to 
bring plants from Putnams’ to the sale site at 
Greenville Tech. On Friday, from 9am to 8pm 
(in shifts) we need lots of help to unload trucks, 
place plants out for sale, and do other site 
preparation. The position of overnight watch-
person remains open. (7pm Fri. to 7am Sat.) 
 On Saleday, the 18th, we need an early 
bird crew at 7:30am to set up tables, tents, and 
signs. Starting at 8:30am, we need volunteers 
to serve as greeters, in the holding area, on the 
sales floor, at check-out, at the book and infor-
mation table, and to bring water and snacks 
for volunteers. When the sale ends at 1pm we 
need more volunteers to break down the tables 

and tents, move plants back to Millers’, clear the site, and load cars.
 To see a complete list of volunteer opportunities and to sign up as a volunteer, 
please go to www.scnps.org. Click on Activities, then calendar. In the calendar, go 
to October and click on the plant sale date, Oct. 18. This will bring up a detailed list 
of jobs and other sale needs, like loaning carts and camp chairs. Check the jobs where 
you can volunteer, then click submit. No computer access? Call Diane Coiner at 864 
843-0707.  As a benefit, volunteers can purchase plants on Friday during set-up!!
 Thank you.  — Judy Seeley, Volunteers Coordinator

Fall Native Plant Sale — Now “Hiring!”

Our Sept 13th field trip to the Blue Ridge Parkway 
included an excursion into the diverse flora of a mature 

hardwood cove forest just yards away from the 
road. Here field trip leader Dan Pittillo, standing 

in front of an almost unbelievably large Black 
Cherry (Prunus serotina), stretches his arms to demonstrate 

the size of an even larger specimen he documented
elsewhere in the state.

FIELD TRIP
SCNPS

On the way back to our cars after a full day, we spotted 
a Tiger Swallowtail caterpillar. The false eyespots on 

these larvae can be quite starting! Black Cherry is one 
of its commonly used host plants. After full grown 

larvae have ceased feeding, they change to greenish-
brown or chocolate brown and wander down tree 

trunks, sometimes onto the leaf litter,
and pupate close to the ground.

Restoring Nature’s Garden
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  erns - mysterious plants in shady 
places. They produce no blooms in the 
traditional sense, yet they are some of 
our most beautiful plants. The beauty of 
ferns arises from a multitude of expres-
sions of the term 
lacy (what bota-
nists refer to quite 
unromantically as 
lobed). And they 
expand hugely the 
definition of green. 
Ferns thus bring 
a lot of interest to 
the generally shady, 
generally moist sites 
where they abound. 
Having no blooms, 
ferns reproduce via 
millions of tiny airborne spores, borne 
on the undersides of the leaves.
We tend to think of ferns as denizens 
of deep hardwood forests, but different 
fern species tolerate a wide variety of 
habitats. Hairy lip fern tolerates mostly 
sunny sites, but most ferns need mostly 
shady conditions. Bluntlobe cliff fern 
tolerates stony semi-xeric sites, while 
most ferns like medium to wet soil 
conditions. Not surprisingly ferns that 
handle drier sites need more shady 
conditions. Most ferns lose their leaves 
in winter, but a significant number are 
evergreen. And, most ferns are adapted 
to relatively acid, infertile sites, plus 
they are mostly free of pests.
 Ferns make good filler plants in 
shady mixed beds, but a ferny forest 
floor has a wonderful sense of texture 
and mystery. So if you have some 
hardwood canopy in your home land-
scape, check out the 11 species of ferns 
available at the SC Native Plant Society 
Native Plant Sale on Saturday October 
18, starting at 9:00 am, at 225 South 
Pleasantburg Drive, Greenville. For more 
info on species characteristics, check out 
the listing at...

www.scnps.org/wp-content/
uploads/2012/03/SCNPS_Upstate_

FallPlantSale2014.pdf

Fabulous
So you bought a tree or two, a couple of shrubs, and a bunch 
of herbaceous perennial plants, all native, and all in pots. You 
paid good money, so you want to be sure that your new friends 
succeed. If you’re like most of us, you come out of the winter in 
a gardening mood. So, you dig out your spade, mattock, hole-
diggers, etc., and you get out there! But is that the best idea? The 
case can be made that autumn is an excellent time to buy and 
plant.
 In the spring, plants come out of the winter nursery in a bit 
of a low energy state. It’s been cold and not very sunny, so the 
plants have been living on last fall’s energy. So they’re going to 

be a bit slow to get started. Then you un-pot the plant, 
and you see a small pot-sized root ball. In order to be suc-
cessful, the plant has to quickly expand that root system 
into the soil around it, and that takes energy. Also, in 
spring the plant starts growing new shoots, buds and flow-
ers, which takes a lot more energy. At the same time, the 
temperature is increasing and the sun angles are getting 
higher, both of which demand more water from the small 
root. Then crabgrass and other weeds start growing. And 
summer is around the corner, and it’s really going to be 
hot! It’s panic time!
 Spring planting can obviously be successful, but let’s 
look at the alternative, fall planting. The plants come 
with high energy. In late summer, they slowed down or 

stopped growing, which enabled them to store energy for the 
winter. They might not be as beautiful as a spring-bought plant, 
but they have readied themselves for winter and next spring. 
You buy your plants in October, and plant them as temperatures 
are beginning to cool down. Sun angles are lowering, and water 
demand by the plant is decreasing. Shoot growth has slowed 
down or stopped, so the plant is able to devote more energy into 
root growth. It has five to six months to get established into the 
site. The plant will be in a much better state to cope with the 
spring ordeal/growing season described above. 
What about winter kill? Perennial plants are, by definition, 
adapted to surviving winter conditions. If you have selected 
native species adapted to our area, and you have planted them 
properly in early to mid-autumn, winter kill should not be a 
problem. If we have an unusually cold winter like 2013 -14 there 
may be some winter die-back, but they will grow back from the 
root.
 “But!” you say, “The plants look so beautiful in the spring, 
with all the new leaves and flowers!” But a common recom-
mendation for perennials is to cut off a lot of the top growth at 
planting to reduce the demand for water through that small root 
ball. So you pay more for a flashy plant in the spring, then go 
home and lop off at least half those beautiful leaves and flowers.
 Plants bought in the fall may have begun to lose their leaves, 
there are no flowers on most species, and they just look drab! 
But let’s remember the hard work we’re asking that plant to do, 
just to get established. The establishment work is easier for a 
fall-planted perennial plant. Then you get to enjoy next spring’s 
growing, flowering and fruiting season in its full glory. So go to 
http://scnps.org/event/upstate-fall-native-plant-sale-2 , get the 
info on the SCNPS Upstate Native Plant sale, and get a list of 
plant species that will be available. And happy fall planting!

 — Bill Stringer, Clemson Agronomist, retired.

is a great time to buy and transplant.Fall
Ferns

© JKMarlow
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Upcoming Events  ... continued from page 1

South Carolina
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effort to promote conservation of our natural resources, tickets will be 
emailed. Register online at http://www.clemson.edu/public/scbg/  •  
Admission $25 in advance ($35 day of event) For additional informa-
tion call (864) 656-3405. Event is rain or shine, no refunds.
_________________________________
Tuesday, Oct 21, 7:00 pm
Program: Restoring Nature’s Garden
Speaker: Marian St. Clair, University Center, Greenville
(See story Page 1.)
_________________________________
Tuesday, Oct. 28, 9 am - 12 noon
Work Day in the “Skip Still Meadow” SC DNR Clemson Office, 
311 Natural Resources Drive, Clemson
Learn about and plant native grasses and forbs, and remove invasive 
plants; help maintain a rain garden and learn about rainwater harvest-
ing and rain barrel set up. Costumes welcome in the meadow patch!
Contact Cathy Reas Foster, creas@clemson.edu, 864.878.1394
_________________________________
Oct 31 - Nov 2, SCNPS Symposium (Brochure available online.)
Penn Center, St. Helena Island
The South Carolina Native Plant Society will hold its annual conference 
at the historic Penn Center on St. Helena Island. Speakers, field trips, and 
workshops will focus on land use and native plant communities of the Sea 
islands.
 Come and celebrate this special part of South Carolina’s culture and 
landscape. Keynote speaker Dr. Chris Marsh will speak on Saturday morn-
ing, “Connecting People with Nature: Seven Lessons Learned from Managing 
Spring Island.” Dr. Janice Halderman will do a presentation on “Medicinal 
Plants.” A “Shorebirds” field trip to Hunting Island is just one of several out-
ings on the schedule.
 Registration is online or by mail. Go to the website home page www.
scnps.org for registration information. There is a link to the brochure in 
the TEXT near the bottom of the page. For more information contact
Laura Lee: lrose@clemson.edu
_________________________________
Thursday, Nov 6, 8:15 am to 5 pm ±
Field Trip/Photo Workshop: Dupont SP
Leaders: Bill Robertson, Bill Sharpton, and Lynne Scoggins • Limit 15: 
Preference given to paid up members. Join us for a day of fun and adventure 
at Dupont SF in NC with photographers Bill Robertson, Bill Sharpton, and 
Lynne Scoggins. We will go to Lake Julia, Bridal Veil Falls, High Falls, Triple 
Falls, and Hooker Falls. There should be good fall color! Personal instruction 
available.
 We have permission to drive three vehicles into the forest for transporting 
photography gear. There is no fee for the workshop but there will be shared 
costs for entry fees ($27 gate fee and $1 per person fee) and possibly for 

± Approximate
  time

renting a van to keep the vehicle limit. Bring camera gear, tripod, and wear 
field clothing and shoes appropriate for November. Bring lunch, snacks, 
and water. To reserve for the trip, email Judy Seeley at judy_seeley@hot-
mail.com AND Liz Parsons at emparson18@gmail.com.  Please include a 
cell phone number for last minute information.

_________________________________
Saturdays, Nov 8 & Nov 15
Seed Collecting: Leader Bill Stringer
We will botanize country roadsides while collecting seeds for the 
Upstate NPS and for your own planting. The Upstate Chapter has 
several meadow projects for which we need native seeds. Come out 
to learn the fall native grasses and forbs and help harvest the seeds.
 We will carpool to nearby counties, meeting at 9 am, finishing 
around 4 pm. Carpooling is necessary because often we stop along 
rural roadsides to view and collect. Two or three vehicles are all we 
can safely manage along the roads. We will eat lunch at a nearby 
restaurant. Wear field clothing and sturdy shoes and bring sturdy 
gloves. Bring water and snacks for yourself. 
 Nov 8th • Meet at 9:00 at Home Depot on Woodruff Rd in 
Greenville to form carpools. We will travel in Greenville and Laurens 
counties.
 Nov. 15th • Meet at 9:00 at the Pickens County Courthouse 
parking lot (214 E Main Street, Pickens, SC 29671). Enter the parking 
lot from Court St. which runs beside the Courthouse. We will travel 
in Pickens and Oconee counties.
 Reserve your space by emailing Bill Stringer, catboyz@nctv.
com. Indicate which date(s) you will attend, the number in your 
party, whether or not you are willing to drive and how many riders 
you can accommodate.  Please include your cell phone number for 
last minute communications.

FALL PLANT SALE, Sat., Oct. 18th!

Go to
the SCNPS website home 
page, www.scnps.org, to 
download a Symposium 
brochure and registration 
information.

The link to the brochure 
is in the TEXT near the 
bottom of the page.


