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Upcoming Events

Frank Holleman
SC Native Plant Society

Tuesday, June 17, 7:00 pm
University Center: Greenville Tec, 225 South Pleasantburg Dr, Greenville

For a map and more information, visit http://www.scnps.org

Most everyone likes a good story … and when that story involves saving 
threatened ecosystems that are home to native plants, so much the better. 
At the June meeting, our own Frank Holleman will share some inspiring 
stories that illustrate the good things that can happen when environmental 
organizations step in to acquire properties with populations of native spe-
cies that otherwise would be wiped out by development.

 “You can almost say it either way: Protecting native plants by protect-
ing landscapes, or protecting landscapes by protecting native plants,” says 
Frank. “Because if you’re going to protect meaningful populations of native 
plants, you have to protect whole landscapes, not just isolated spots.”

 Case in point is one of the stories Frank will share with us: the Chandler 
Heritage Trust Preserve, a cataract bog near Caesar’s Head in Greenville 
County, which contains an important population of pitcher plant 
(Sarracenia jonesii).

 “There’s a stream that runs through there,” says Frank, “And it’s pro-
tected because it originates in Caesar’s Head State Park. But there are also 
two private lots it flows through, and somebody dammed the stream there, 
to create a small lake.”

 When the two lots came up for sale, Naturaland Trust bought the one 
containing the dam. The Department of Natural Resources is maintaining 
the dam, and it’s hoped that eventually it can be dismantled to allow the 
stream to flow freely again.

 “What this shows,” says Frank, “is the importance of a land trust’s stra-
tegic watching,” in order to be ready to act quickly when endangered lands 
become available for purchase.

 As president of Naturaland Trust and a stalwart of such local and 
statewide conservation organizations as Friends of the Reedy River, Upstate 
Forever, Audubon Society, and Conservation Voters of South Carolina, 
Frank has worked tirelessly to help preserve natural places in the Upstate. 
In 2007, he was at the forefront of a successful community effort to protect 
Stumphouse Mountain and Issaqueena Falls in Oconee County. (See box note 
on Page 4.) Earlier this year, he oversaw the coalition purchase of Nine Times 
Forest in Pickens County, one of the largest (and last) contiguous swaths of 
unprotected forest in the Blue Ridge Escarpment.

Protecting Native Plants by Protecting
Our Landscapes

Interested in PROPAGATING native plants? CHECK the Bulletin Board inside.

Saturday, May 24, 9:30 am
Field trip to Ashmore and Eva Russell 
Chandler Heritage Preserves in 
Greenville County
Leader: Dan Whitten
Join Dan Whitten to hike the loop trail 
at Ashmore Heritage Preserve, followed 
by a walk in the Eva Russell Chandler 
HP to Upper Slickum Falls. There will be 
an optional short but steep hike to more 
waterfalls. We will be looking for pink 
lady slippers, mountain sweet pitcher 
plant, paw paws and a host of other 
native plants at Ashmore. Chandler HP 
offers the possibility of seeing early rose 
pogonia orchids and cut-leaf ragwort. 
 Wear field footwear and clothing 
and bring a lunch/snack and water. 
There is somewhat limited parking at 
the trail head on Persimmon Ridge Road 
which runs between Hwy 11/276 and 
276 (N to Caesar’s Head). Optional car-
pool meet-up: 9am at Wildcat Wayside 
Park on Hwy 11/276, 0.5miles East of 
where Hwy 11 and 276 diverge. (276 
turns N to Caesars Head). Parking area 
on N side of Hwy 11/276.
 Email judy_seeley@hotmail.com 
to sign-up for hike. Include number in 
your party, cell phone number, and if 
you wish to carpool.
_________________________________
Friday, June 6, 4:30 pm or 6:00 pm
Mini-Field trip/Potluck Supper
Steve and Cheryl Holding are hosting 
a mini-field trip and pot-luck supper 
at their home in Travelers Rest. Come 
out at 4:30 and explore the property 
OR come at 6 pm for the covered dish 
supper.
 Steve has removed a lot of invasives 
from fence rows and along a creek. 
There are some interesting things com-
ing back in, including possibly bunched 
arrowhead. Steve says the property is “A 
work in progress” and he would love to 
share it with you.
 The Holdings will provide a meat 
dish and beverages. Everyone else bring 
a side dish to share. Please also bring 
folding chairs and try to carpool, as 
parking will be tight. Contact Steve and 
Cheryl at sholding@sbcglobal.net or 

Working to preserve, protect & restore native plant communities in South Carolina
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Dan Whitten, President
sdwhit10@aol.com

Newsletter submissions 
welcomed.

Please email articles, photos (with 
description and/or caption) and 
Bulletin Board announcements to

steve@marlowcreativeservices.com

Deadline for July edition is
Friday, 6 June 2014

THANK YOU
to ALL our Plant Sale volunteers!

Judy Seeley counts down... 3...2...1...Go!
Spring Native Plants Sale!

The Upstate Native Plant Society had a success-
ful Spring Sale due, in part, to member-donated 
plants and seeds and volunteers working 
together to propagate herbaceous perennials. 
NPS is already working hard toward having 
an even more successful Fall Sale. This year we 
have something we have not had in the past, a 
greenhouse to propagate our own plants. 
 There are many reasons why members who 
are interested in propagating plants may want to 
help us in the greenhouse. For example:

1. Every dollar we make for the NPS goes toward 
worthy projects like saving a population of endan-
gered Bunched Arrowhead or ridding invasive spe-
cies like Fig Buttercup from Conestee Nature Park.

2. Working in the greenhouse is an opportunity 
to learn more about propagation or refine and test 
your propagation knowledge in real life.

3. It is always rewarding to meet and work with 
members that have similar convictions as you do 
and have an opportunity to learn from each other.

4. Working in the greenhouse offers a special 
opportunity for members whose job or hectic sched-
ule has prevented volunteer time. You can be totally 

on your own schedule as the jobs can be accom-
plished by yourself when you have time to help out.

5. As a greenhouse volunteer, there are often 
opportunities to pot up a species for yourself that 
you don’t already have from extra seeds or extra 
plugs we are not going to use.

I am sure there are as many reasons to help as 
there are volunteers, so, I hope some of you 
out there see a great opportunity to serve 
your Native Plant 
Society.
 The green-
house is located 
at 180 Lakewood 
Drive, Greenville, 
about a mile from 
Lake Conestee 
Nature park. Give 
me a call or send 
me an email so I can share what we are doing 
and how you can be a part of producing these 
wonderful native plants.

D. Miller Putnam  •  180 Lakewood Drive
Greenville SC 29607

(864)325-9700  •  millerputnam@gmail.com

Photos: © Steve Marlow

On the recent field trip to Station OCove, SCNPS members noticed a 
strange sight among the wildflow-
ers. Many of the hepatica, the spring 
wildflowers also known as liverleaf, 
had produced deformed leaves with 
elongated stems. Everyone was left 
wondering what exactly was going on 
with these plants.  
 These mysterious leaves are
the result of an infection by a
rust fungus. Hepatica are just
temporary hosts of this rust
fungus as it gives rise to one of
its spore stages, so the subsequent 

infection of cherry trees are required 
to complete the rust’s life cycle. After 
the spores have been produced on 
the hepaticas’ deformed leaves, the 
affected leaves wither and die within a 
few weeks.   

 So how does the fungus change 
the leaves? Most likely it disturbs the 
hepaticas’ natural hormones that 
direct the plants’ development. Other 
species of rust fungi have been shown 
to tamper with plants’ level of auxins, 
a hormone involved in cell division 
and growth.
 An extreme example of this phe-
nomenon is rust infections in crucifers 
(Brassicaceae) that cause the forma-
tion of a “pseudoflower” that attracts 
insects to sexually outcross the fungus.  
So could the deformed Hepatica leaves 
also be attracting insects?
 That’s still a mystery!

— Jessica Harwood

Editor’s note: This is a follow-up article to 
Georgia Connon’s Station Cove Falls field trip 
report in last month’s newsletter.

Mystery?
Wildflower
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Spring! When the sun shines and the earth greens back.

We entered the woods just off Highway 178 and were greeted by yellow jessamine 
in bloom. A short walk revealed the granite outcrop of Boggs Rock, covered with red 
sedum and lichen and mosses in shades of gray green to black green. Rick Huffman 
explained how the crustose lichen and weathering break down the granite. Over 
hundreds of years sand and soil collect in rock depressions allowing mosses, sedums, 
grasses and eventually woody plants to grow in the harsh environment of the out-
crop. The keystone species of reindeer moss, crustose lichen, haircap and crustose 
mosses, and red sedum must grow and reproduce in the cool moist spring before the 
rock becomes sunbaked.
 After some bush whacking and treading on the spongy moss beds, Rick pointed 
out sparkleberry with its cinnamon brown bark. Bill Stringer noted the grasses 
needlegrass, Piptochaetium avenaceum; silky oatgrass, Danthonia sericea; and split-
beard bluestem, Andropogon ternarius, finding a toehold on the rock. The process of 
succession which might take a hundred years in an old farm field may take a thou-
sand years on a granite outcrop like Bogg’s Rock.
 Following the Bogg’s Rock part of our field trip, we drove north on Hwy 178 
to tour the native plant garden at the Pickens County Museum. Spring has beauty 
bursting out there, with many of the plants labeled to help us learn those natives. 
Rick explained the concept of attempting to produce different ecosystems, while 
surrounded by parking lot and buildings. The fence in the parking lot, with no 
added water, is amazingly lush with native honeysuckle, Carolina jessamine, 

Every year, millions of
monarch (Danaus plex-
ippus) butterflies will 
leave their overwintering 
grounds in central Mexico 
and begin their migration 
northward into the U.S. 
and Canada. Three succes-
sive generations of mon-
archs will breed, lay eggs 
and pupate to carry on
the journey. When the weather begins 
to cool and fall is in the air, the fourth 
generation of monarchs begin their 
perilous and arduous journey back 
to the fir forests in central Mexico. 
Reaching their destination, one of the 
most amazing migratory events in all 
of Nature is complete.
 Monarch butterflies lay their 
eggs exclusively on milkweeds (genus 
Asclepias). When the caterpillar (larva) 
hatches, it begins consuming the 
leaves of the host milkweed plant, 
which contains a toxic substance 
known as a cardenolide. The carde-
nolide renders the caterpillar, and 
future butterfly, foul tasting and toxic 
to predators, mainly birds. In North 
America there are about 27 Asclepias 
plant species that contain the sap that 

is essential for the monarch’s survival.
 In recent years, it has been 
reported that the monarch population 
has fallen to the point that the long 
term viability of the species is now in 
question. The decline of monarchs has 
been attributed to several key factors: 
illegal timbering in the overwintering 
grounds in central Mexico, develop-
ment and loss of habitat in the U.S. 
(2.2 million acres per year), geneti-
cally modified crops and the attendant 
use of Glyphosate (“Roundup”) that 
destroys milkweeds and nectar plants, 
and roadside mowing practices. 

What You Can Do
 Maybe we can’t change farm-
ing practices and Big Ag, with their 
detrimental and indiscriminant use of 

Monarchs!

Save the 
herbicides. But individually 
and collectively we can create 
habitats for monarchs, and 
that could make a signifi-
cant difference. With this in 
mind, MonarchWatch has 
developed a program with the 
goal of rescuing the mon-
archs with the creation of 
MONARCH WAYSTATIONS.
A monarch waystation is an 

area that is planted with a minimum 
of three milkweed species and several 
additional native plants as nectar 
sources. Some milkweed selections 
may include A. tuberosa (butterfly 
weed), A. incarnata (swamp milkweed), 
A. syriaca (common milkweed) and A. 
variegata (white milkweed). You can 
even have your monarch waystation 
certified. What a great idea!
 Let’s all do our part to “create, 
conserve, and protect monarch 
habitats.” For more information, go to  
monarchwatch.org 

— Joe Townsend

Bogg’s Rock and Pickens County Museum 
Garden — Field Trip April 9, 2014

spiderwort, baptisia, phlox, Georgia 
aster, liatris and grasses thriving in a 
narrow strip of soil. The remainder of 
the garden has too many plants to list. 
There is an open invitation from mem-
bers that maintain this gem to join in 
the work and fun. 

Contact Diane Coiner at dcme1@att.net 
to receive information on work days at 
the garden.

— Jan Jackson, Judy Seeley
and Diane Coiner

NPS members check out the fence garden in the 
Pickens County Museum native plant garden.   
 

Overheard on a CNPA* photography 
outing... “Butterflies are self-propelled 
flowers!”
* Carolina Nature Photographer’s Association

©
 D

ia
ne

 C
oi

ne
r



PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

Non-profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
CLEMSON, SC

29631
PERMIT NO. 7

... continued from page 1

Upcoming Events ... continued from page 1

call 864 834-8826 to let them know you will attend and how many are in 
your party. RSVP as soon as possible so they can plan for the food.
 The address is 655 Belvue Road, Travelers Rest, 29690
_________________________________
Saturday, June 7, 8:15 am to about 5 pm
Whiteside Mountain and Highlands Biological Station, NC
Leader: Dan Whitten
Join naturalist Dan Whitten for a “fern focus” trip to Whiteside

South Carolina
Native Plant Society
PO Box 491
Norris, SC 29667
Upstate Chapter

Address Service Requested.

Dues for everyone were due in January. To pay your 2014 dues, go to
http://scnps.org/scnps-membership/renew-membership/

Got an idea for an SCNPS field trip? Contact judy-seeley@hotmail.com

at the South 
Carolina Botanical 
Garden — 8 May

WORKDAY
SCNPS

You’ve heard the story: A man came 
upon a construction site where three 
people were working. When he asked 
the first, “What are you doing?” he 
was told: “I am laying bricks.” The 
second worker responded, “I am 
building a wall.” The third man smiled 
and said, “I am building a cathedral!”

And so it was with the SCNPS volun-
teers who contributed an afternoon 
to the Natural Heritage Garden; 
they weren’t just weeding, they were 
participating in the restoration of 
a piedmont prairie, one piece of a 
grand plan that will recreate South 
Carolina’s ecosystems from the 
mountains to the sea.

— Janie Marlow

Protecting Native Plants...
More recently, as senior attorney for the 
Southern Environmental Law Center, 
Frank has been center stage in the fight 
against Duke Energy’s dumping of 
coal ash in North and South Carolina, 
which has drawn attention from 
national media.

Join us at the June meeting to hear 
more stories of natural habitats that 
were saved around the Upstate, told by 
a veteran of the fight to preserve our 
native plants.

—Jeanne Malmgren
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Mountain and the Highlands Biological Station in North Carolina.
We will be especially learning about ferns but can also expect to see 
rhododendron in bloom and pale corydalis. We will hike a two mile 
loop trail, moderate overall, and also take an easy walk at the Biological 
Station. Restroom is available at the trailhead.
 Wear field footwear and clothing and bring a bag lunch, snacks, and water. The 
carpool starts at 8:15am from the Holly Springs store at the intersection of Hwys 11 
and 178. The store address is: 6491 S Carolina 11, Pickens, SC. 29671. Please park in 
the back gravel parking area. The drive is about 1 and 1/4 hours. 
 Email judy-seeley@hotmail.com to reserve your space. Please indicate the 
number in your party, whether or not you can drive, and how many passengers you 
can take. Also send your cell phone number for last minute communications.
_________________________________
Tuesday, June 17, 7:00 pm
Program: Protecting Native Plants by Protecting Our Landscapes
Speaker: Frank Holleman (See Page 1.)
_________________________________
Wednesday, July 9, Field Trip to Nancy Barnett Property, Saluda, NC
Leader: Dan Whitten (Details TBA)
_________________________________
Tuesday, July 15, 7:00 pm, Southern Wesleyan University, Central
Program: Learn How to Create a Carolina Yard!
Speaker: Cathy Reas Foster, Natural Resources Agent, Pickens County Extension Service

For an in-depth account of the fight to 
save Stumphouse Mountain, see the online 
37-minute video presentation, “Saving 
Stumphouse,” at: http://youtu.be/x5zs1HN3rMI


