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  Janisse Ray
Writer, Naturalist, and Environmental Activist
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Main Campus of Greenville Tec, 620 S Pleasantburg Dr, Greeenville

... continued on page 2

with reception
following

Janisse Ray, naturalist, award-winning writer and 
activist, asks this question about the disappear-
ance of one of the South’s most amazing natural 
resources, our longleaf pine forests. 
 Janisse explores with story, poetry, and passion 
this amazing ecosystem, what happened to it, and 
why bringing it back is vital. 
 The SC Native Plant Society invites Upstate resi-
dents to hear Janisse at 7:00 pm, Tuesday, February 
19, in the J. Verne Smith Technical Resource Cen-
ter Auditorium, Greenville Tech Main Campus, 620 
Pleasantburg Dr, Greenville. Reception following.

  When Columbus landed in the New World, more than half 
of present-day South Carolina was covered by longleaf pine, 
and 93 million acres of longleaf pine forests covered the south-
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Janisse is the author of the best-selling 
Ecology of a Cracker Childhood, as 
well as numerous articles and five 
other books. She holds an MFA from 
the University of Montana and an 
honorary doctorate from Unity Col-
lege in Maine. She is on the faculty of 
Chatham University’s low-residency 
MFA program. 
 Janisse has won a Southern 
Booksellers Award for Poetry 2011, 
Southeastern Booksellers Award for 
Nonfiction 1999, an American Book 
Award 2000, the Southern Environ-
mental Law Center 2000 Award for 
Outstanding Writing, and a South-
ern Book Critics Circle Award 2000.  
Ecology of a Cracker Childhood was 
a New York Times Notable Book and 
was chosen as the Book All Georgians 
Should Read.
 Janisse attempts to 
live a simple, sustainable 
life on Red Earth Farm in 
southern Georgia with her 
husband, Raven Waters. She 
is an organic gardener, tender 
of farm animals, slow-food 
cook, and seed-saver. Janisse 
lectures widely on nature, 
community, agriculture, wild-
ness, sustainability, and the 
politics of wholeness.

“How Clearcut Does It Have To Be?”



eastern hip of what would become 
the United States. 
 By 1995, ecologist Reed Noss 
found that the pine flatwoods were 
99 percent gone. 
 Unlike many forests, longleaf 
pine forests thrive on – indeed, re-
quire – frequent fire. Regular burn-
ing gives them an open and park-

like appearance. Their openness, 
however, is anything but barren: 
this forest is as biologically diverse 
as tropical rainforest, with nearly 
900 indigenous plant species. More 
than 140 plant species have been 
identified in one square kilometer 
of longleaf pine forest. 
 Since longleaf pine forests have 
been largely destroyed through 
clear-cutting and fire suppression, 
the plants and animals that thrive 
there have suffered. Many are con-
sidered threatened or endangered 
and some have died out com-
pletely. Plants found in longleaf 
forests range from inconspicuous 
and easy-to-miss to gorgeous and 
showy. One of the gorgeous flowers 
found there is the yellow fringed 
orchid (Platanthera ciliaris). The 
few-flowered milkweed (Asclepias 
lanceolata) is another. Although 
A. lanceolata resembles our famil-
iar butterfly weed, it is a different 
species found only in the coastal 
plain.
 A mature longleaf pine for-
est is home to quail, red-bellied 
woodpeckers, Bachman’s sparrows, 
eastern kingbird, red-cockaded 
woodpeckers, deer, turkeys, gopher 
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tortoises, fox squirrels  and many 
more species, including lots of 
insects and reptiles, all part of the 
longleaf ecosystem.
 Longleaf pine 
forests can still be 
found on state, 
federal and pri-
vately owned land 
in South Carolina. 
State agencies and 
private groups are 
replanting pines 
and treating both 
old and new stands 
with fire. 
 At least four 
Heritage Preserves 
managed by the 
SC Department of 
Natural Resources 
(DNR) have stands 
of longleaf pine.
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The J Verne Smith
Technical Resource Center
Auditorium is just inside the
main entrance of Greenville

Tech’s main campus @
 620 South Pleasantburg Dr
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Volunteer Jeff Glitzenstein and SCDNR Technician Allen Bridgman counting stems of American 
chaffseed (Schwalbea americana), a federally-endangered plant found on SC’s Lynchburg Savanna 
Heritage Preserve. Photo by Johnny Stowe.

PLEASE NOTE THAT WE ARE 
NOT  MEETING IN OUR USUAL LOCATION!

The South Carolina Native 
Plant Society (www.scnps.org) is 
a non-profit organization com-
mitted to the preservation and 
protection of native plant com-
munities in South Carolina.


